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MYSTERY OF GODLINESS. 


To Mr. B E NSLEY, ParnTzs, 
' Bolt-court, F leet-ſtreet.. 


Dear e in the Lord, and 
Dear Tom: in the Fleſh, 


A 6.4 Bae nubert bd you, and, 
upon proof, have found you to be the moſt care- 
ful, the moſt deſirous of giving ſatisfaction, the 

- moſt attentive to your employers ; and whoſe works 
have been ſent in properly dried, and better packed 
up; and the numbers ordered, and time of ſending ; 
them, better obſerved, and more punctually ful- 
filled, than by any printer I ever yet employed; I 
do, in this confidence, dear Tom, ſend you theſe 
papers; beſeeching you, for the Lord's fake, to 
ſend them out verbatim as they come from me. 

I am driven, by an ungodly man, into a contro- 
verſy about things which are heavier to me than a 
talent of lead, and more fit for an archangel than a 
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ſelf-deſpairing ſinner, who has neither learning nor 
abilities; © but by the grace of God I am what I am;” 

and, as the Lord has made me a ſhepherd, I muſt 
defend the lambs of the flock againſt every wolf in 
ſheep's clothing. I think I have made Truth both 
my ſhield and buckler; and under her protection I 
need fear no danger, as we are commanded to be 
valiant for truth. If you ſee any thing in theſe 
papers that may in any ſenſe fully her glory, or ob- 
ſcure her luſtre, bring your objections to me, and 
let them be weighed in an even balance. I am con- 
ſcious of my own inability; but dare not quit the 
ſtandard of Chriſt, when his word is ſo boldly at- 
tacked—by ſo obſtinate, ſo imperious, fo daring, ſo 
hardened, ſo inſenſible, ſo confuſed, ſo bewitched, 
and fo preſumptuous, a rebel. The man is, I 
think, a native of Maidſtone in Kent, and (to my 
grief I ſpeak it) a member with us ; though it was 
with the greateſt difficulty he got in among us, for I 
was fully perſuaded that the perfon who was his ſup- 
poſed father knew nothing ſavingly of God. And 
this affair, as well as many others, has ſerved to 
eſtabliſh the fentiment that has ever ſtuck by me— 
namely, that no man can communicate to others 
what he never had himſelf; or, in other words, 
that a child of the fleſh cannot communicate to 
others the Spirit of God; or a bond child be in. 
ſtrumental in ſetting another at liberty, ſeeing the 
ſcripture declares it is—like people, like prieſt; 
and ſo with reſpect to congregations alſo—as is 
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the mother, ſo is her daughter. I am informed there 
are a few that belong to us, who are leayened with 
the wild ferment of this awful and dangerous man; 
and, as you are one in union with the family, I wiſh 
you would endeavour to find them out, that we 
may purge ourſelves from this old leaven, and be a 
new lump. For my part, I hope never to be ſlack 
in this buſineſs, which is ſo ſtrictly enjoined by the 
Lord himſelf, and ſo incumbent upon us all. We 
have long endeavoured to keep the gate into the 

fold as ſtrait as poſſible, and many have complained 
of its being too ſtrait : but this awful and wretched 
man ſhews us that it is by far too wide yet; which 1 
hope will be an inſtructing leſſon to us all. He 
had the countenance of Cain when he came to us; 
which was the cauſe of our criticiſing him fo 
cloſely, and receiving him ſo reluctantly: but Sa- 
tan had well furniſhed him, and deeply counſelled - 
him. And by this means that enemy of God props 
up his tottering intereſt in the world; who, not- 
withſtanding all his efforts, ſhall come to his end; 
and none ſhall help him. 

I cannot help thinking but the craftineſs of this 
wretched man was exhibited to me a few months 
ago in a dream, One Saturday night I dreamed that 
I was in a barn floor, where there lay ſome wheat, 
ſome chaff; and ſome tram; which I was particu» | 
larly remarking, when on a ſudden I ſaw a wolf; 
of a tabby colour, come ſoftly into the floor, and 


cently under a little heap. of ſtraw; and ſoon after 
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there came two more; and ſo on, till ſeven in all 
took the ſame ſhelter; but, as there was not much 
ſtraw in the floor; they were obliged to get one 
upon another; but neither of them could ſo cover 
himſelf as to be entirely hid. I particularly ob- 
ſerved how they all had placed themſelves; and, 


tecollecting that I had an old muſket in the barn . 


ready charged, I took hold of it, and attempted fo 
to take my aim as to hit or wound three of them, 
even if I killed none. But my gun miſſed fire; 
which induced me to take another method; which 
was to take my gun by its butt end, and with the 
barrel to ſmite acroſs the Joins of three of them, 
and by ſo doing render them incapable of taking 
their hinder parts with them, conſequently -ren-. 
dering them unable to defend themſelves or run 
away; which I accordingly did, and wounded all 
three : but 1 awaked I 857 che violent . of 
my arms. 
This dream lately came teh to my n and 1 
have no doubt bur it is now in part fulfilled. I be- 
lieve the barn floor to repreſent the church F God, to 
which | it 18 compared ; ; the heap of wheat to repre- 
fent God's eleff; who are called wheat gathered into 
the barn ; Matt. xiii. 30. The cha I conſtrued to 
be light, graceleſs profeſſors ; Matt. iii. 12. The 
flraw I took to be falſe deFrines; 1 Cor. iii. 10. 
And the wolves, erroneous men, who get into the 
floor, or into the churches, on purpoſe to injure the 
godly, Who are hid under the ſtraw of falſe doc- 


trine, 


E 
trine, making lies their refuge, as the ſcriptures 
witneſs; * For I know,” ſaid Paul, © that after 
my departure ſhall grievous wolves enter in among 
you, not ſparing the flock ; alſo of your ownfelves 
ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw 
away diſciples after them.” Acts xx. 29, 30. But 
the ſtraw was not ſufficient to hide any one of the 
wolves. And it appears that many of the gracious 
ſee through the deception of this new deceiver, 
though a few are under the ſtraw with im. My 

gun miſſing fire convinced me that all the truth, 
that has been diſcharged from the pulpit, has been 
ineffectual to convince him of his error; but, as the 
laſt effort wounded three of them, it gave me ſome 
encouragement to take my pen in hand; and, if this 
will not do, we muſt handle Paul's rod. 

I ſhall beg no excuſe for troubling you with 
dreams, becauſe I have my warrant for ſo doing: 
« He that hath a dream, let him tell a dream,” 

Dear Tom, grace be with thee. My kind re- 
ſpects to your dame, the old. diſciple with whom 
you lodge; not forgetting the little family of Ar- 
minians, whom TI love for your ſake, though I am 
no friend to their principles. Believe me to be, in 

the Lord Jeſus, ever yours, 


3 W. HUNTINGTON, 
 Church-ftreet, Paddington, N | 
3 January, 1794. | 


A4 ee To 


To Mr. B E REY, Perfumer; Greek-ſtreet, 
Soho. | 


WW, 1 155 Saturday Evening, 
7” 00 IT, 1793. 

a My DEAR FRIEND, nd] 

I Received yours; and would directly 
have anſwered it, but find myſelf exceeding buſy; 
| partly owing to my intended journey into the North, 
and partly owing.to our purpoſed removal into the 
Borough High-ſtreet at Midſummer, However, 
I feel tayfelf | inclined to comply, as far as I can, 
with your requeſt, as a ſmall acknowledgment of 
your unlimited kindneſs to me. 

That you have found me faithful, my det 
Friend, is owing to my having firſt obtained mercy. 
And indeed the grace of God, I can truly ſay, has 
been abundant toward me; for I have felt, and do 
feel to the preſent day, when left without the Sa- 
viour's ſenſible preſence, that my heart is nothing 
but a maſs and fink of corruption; but, when he 
is pleaſed to come into his garden, he cauſes a 
ſweet moving of the affections towards himſelf; tis 
then that joy and praiſe ſpring up, © thankſgiving 
and the voice of melody.” And indeed, my dear 
Friend, the happieſt, ſweeteſt moments that I en- 
joy, are when the Lord is pleaſed to bleſs me with 
a view of the journey's end, and the thoughts that 
by and by I ſhali be for ever with him. O happy 
ſtate! 


| Ci 7 

ſtate! O unſpeakably bleſt abode! where no 
wretched old man ſhall ever come ; no, not a limb 
or member of him; but Jeſus and we ſhall hve 
and reign to all eternity together. — But here my 
pen has run with my heart a little ; pray excuſe 
me. 

Reſpecting Mr. Loud; as you requeſt me, I 
will be as explicit as the limits of time and paper 
will allow me to be. I think I have known him 


about ſeven years, and within the two laſt with 
ſome degree of intimacy; from which time (for 


reaſons I ſhall preſently give you) I have ſtudiouſly 
avoided any intercourſe with him. When I firſt 


became acquainted with him, I was led to look 


upon him not only as a godly man, but a man of 
ſingular abilities, gifts, and grace ; and indeed have 
often looked upon myſeif as many degrees below 


| kim: bur the Lord hath ſaid, The firſt ſhall be 


laſt and the laſt firſt. He had a particular turn for 
much reading and ſtudy, which made him paſs with 
me for a while as a man of profound wiſdom ; but 
now I greatly fear that his reading and ſtudy were 
only on ſpeculation, rather than for godly edifica- 
tion, The firſt doctrinal defect that I ever diſco- 
vered in him was, by his bringing one of Win- 
cheſter's books to our houſe, in Princes-ſtreet, 
about five years ago; which, when Mr. W. and I 
had read and condemned, he attempted to juſtify; 
not roundly, but by ſaying there were many things 
in it unanſwerable, &c, Being pretty ſmartly 
ö | liked 
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talked to about it, he ſoon relinquiſhed his client; 
at leaſt to-all appearance. However, this was left 
as a witneſs in the court againſt him; and, though 
ſilent then, by a profeſſed change in Loud's mind, 
yet allowed to ſpeak on any future occaſion. 

The next was reſpecting the moral law as a ber 
| Hever's rule of life and action, which he at firſt de- 
nied; but about two years and a half ago changed 
his mind, and began to diſpute almoſt inceſſantly 

for it; and, being frequently oppoſed, he got 
worſe. and worſe upon it, abuſing and ſpeaking evil 
of Mr. Huntington, and of all that hear him. 
From that time I began a little to watch him, and 
have continued to do fo to this day. He would, 
for one or two Sundays together, go to Totten- 
ham; court, and perhaps on a third to Providence; f 
when I obſerved that he was, at leaſt, nine times 
out of ten aſleep during the whole time of worſhip, 
This I charged upon him about two years ago, when 
1 diſputed with him about the law for, believe, 
two hours; and, though in fact I ſtopt | his mouth, 
yet his ſtubborn ſpirit could not bend. Soon after 
this he was ſeverely afflicted with a putrid fever, as 
was his wife alſo, and I think two of his children, 
J muſt confeſs it gave me ſome degree of pleaſure 
when this heavy trial came upon him; not to {cc 
or hear barely of the miſcries of a fellow creature ; 


5 bur, as I knew him to be employed in fighting 


againſt the truth, I hoped the Lord would by. that 


means haye purged out the rebellion of his heart: 
but 
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but I am ſorry to ſay he came out, as the wiſe man 
fays, like a fool brayed in a mortar. He did not, 
indeed, belch out, as he had done, againſt the 
Providence connection, becauſe a few of that dear 
community had ſupported him in his late diſ- 
treſs; yet (the Lord knows my heart) I have 
ſometimes thought, when I have met him, that he 
looked with a fallen countenance, and like a man 
with a conſcious roguiſh principle about him, among 
a few honeſt, ſimple fouls, lt he found he could 
not injure. | 


It was not long after this when our dear friend 

Gilbert told me he had broached a ſtrange new 
doctrine reſpecting the perſon of the Mediator; af- 
firming that he was not God and man, of two diſ- 
tint natures ; but that the Word, the ſecond perſon, - 
| was made fleſh, or that the Godhead was converted 
into manhood in the womb of the virgin; and that, 
if he had ſeen Jeſus Chriſt with his bodily eyes, he 
ſhould with the ſame eyes have ſeen, in that very 
body, the true eſſence of God. About five months 
ago he called at King-ſtreet on ſame buſineſs ; when 
we took occaſion to aſk him about this new thing, 
and diſputed for ſome time. He then inſiſted upon 
it that, if the Saviour really partook of the ſeed of 
the virgin, he was a ſinner; and that his death and 
facrifice had no more merit in it than if he (Loud) 
himſelf ſhould die a martyr. He faid he believed 
that Chriſt partook no more of the ſeed of the wo- 
man than his handkerchief (at the ſame time draw- 


ing 


(422: 3 
ing a pocket handkerchief through his fingers) ; or 
than a junnel partook of wine, or any other liquor, 
that paſſed through it. The idea that God could 
not ſuffer, he ſaid, was only a common, handed. 
down, made-up expreſſion, without any ſcriptural 
ground for it. We propoſed many ſcriptures to 
him, which he could not anſwer; but, as he re. 
mained quite obſtinate, we told him that the error 


| - ſkemed to be almoſt, if not altogether, damnable, 


and that he certainly was in an awful ſtate. How- 
ever, he profeſſed himſelf to be very comfortable, 
and ſaid it was a very wholeſome PROG; and that 
he got it on his knees. : 
Theſe are ſome of the many wicked things he 
advanced. I have alſo heard that there are ſome 
who are deceived. by: him, and have embraced his 
wicked doctrines. I think; my dear friend, if you 

was to take a perſon or two with you, and call at 
his houſe, you would be an eye and ear witneſs to 
what I have ſaid. My paper forbids me to pro- 
ceed; muſt therefore conclude with kind reſpects to 
Mrs. Berry. Your affectionate Bend and brother 
in our dear dear Lord, | 0 


e 


To Mr. HAMILTON. 


i 


FRIEND, | 
As you have deſired my judgment in writ- 
ing of the perſon of the Saviour of poor loſe ſin- 
ners, &c. it is thus. 

Firſt, That he is the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
Father, by inconceivable generation. 

Secondly, That this Son, called the Word, wlio 
was with God, and was God, was, in the fulneſs of 
time, made fleſh; or a man, in likeneſs of ſinful 
fleſh, in faſhion as a man, and was born of a 
virgin, 

Thirdly, That this Ban of God, (one in eſſence 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt) being born 
a man child, the fon of man, was anointed with the 
fulneſs of the Holy Ghoſt, and did grow up to 
manhood, obeying the law of God perfectly through 
life; endured temptation, poverty, &c. in behalf of 
thoſe for whom he became a man of ſorrows, and 
acquainted with gricts. 
Foöourthly, That this God Man, having been up- 

holden by his Almigaty Father till he had ſet judg- 
ment in the earth, the {word of juſtice awoke 
_ againſt him; he was left alone, and failed, expired, 
or reſigned his life, under the ſtroke, a ranſom for 
many, 


5 Ts Fifthly, | 
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Fiſthly, That this man Chriſt Jeſus, conſiſting of 
body and ſoul, very God, having ſhed his blood, 
and laid down his life, his body was laid in the 
grave, and his foul deſcended into hell; under the 
ſentence of death and fierce wrath of God; and 
there abode until the third day, when his Father 
(having received the laſt mite of payment at his 
hands) juſtified him in the Spirit, and looſed the 
pains of death. 

Sixthly, That he (God) being thus freed from 
the heavy debt, came forth from the priſon of hell, 
and quickened and took up his body, and the life 
he laid down, (his Father alſo concurring) er 
with all power in heaven and earth. i 

Seventhly, That this God aſter ſome days 
aſcended, body and foul, and was received up into 
glory, and fat down at the right hand of his Father ; 
where he, who was dead, but is now alive, ever 
liveth to make interceſſion, &c. | 

Eighthly, That that very body and foul, Jeſus, 
God himſelf, the true God and eternal life, will 
again deſcend to judge the quick and dead. | 

So that he which was conceived in the womb, 
born of the virgin, lived, died, &c. &c. was God, 
wholly God, and nothing but God, as mn his 
nature or eſſence. 


Sol . and therefore have I ſpoken. 


T. I 9UD. 


4 
To Mr. LOUD. | 


My DzAR "Gia. 


Having ſeen two letters concerning you, 
and the doctrines you hold, which are not true, and 
things which you neither acknowledged nor con- 
felled when you joined us, I ſhould be glad if you 
would call at my houſe next Monday or Tueſday 
morning, as it is my duty to admoniſh you; and, 
if you and I cannot ſettle matters, we will have a 
veſtry meeting. Think ſoberly, and be not, too 
haſty in writing in a wanton, trifling way. Divine 
things are dangerous things to play with. + 


Yours in Chriſt very affectionately, 
W. HUNTINGTON. 
Church-ſtreet, Paddington, 
Dec. 20, 1793. 


12 LO UD, at Mr. Longman's, Muſical- 
inſtrument-maker, Tottenham-court-road. 
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Six, ; 
THERE are ſome things in your creed re- 


pugnant to the word of God; and, as you ſeem to 


be aſſiduous in circulating them, and very obſtinate 
and 


„ 
and immovable in them, I am conſtrained to ſet truth 
againſt them, that the gracious may ſee you and 
ſhun you. I know there muſt be hereſies in the 
churches, that the contrary part may be made ma- 
nifeſt; and that thoſe which are not of God may be 
diſcovered, and go out, or be put out, from among 
them that are of God: and I much fear that this 
is your caſe; and perhaps in ſome future period 
you may find it ſo to your ſorrow, You are gazing 
through the bounds, and ſtumbling upon the dark 
mountains, where thouſands have mounted the 

ſcorner's chair, and at laſt have been drowned in 
deſtruction and perdition. Your poſlitively aſſerting, 
and obſtinately inſiſting, when at my houſe, that the 
Godhead of Chriſt was changed into real fleſh and 
blood ; that his Godhead, thus changed, died upon 
the croſs; and that the ſoul of Chriſt deſcended 
into hell, and lay there three days and three nights; 
appear to me to be contrary to the ſcriptures of truth. 
And indeed I think you perverted every ſcriptural 
text that you quoted. As to your inſiſting that the 
children of God are under the law as a rule of life, 
I wonder not at; for you never was delivered from 
the law. This appears plain by your pride and ob- 
| ſtinacy; for the law does not exclude boaſting. 
| And your having the old vail till upon your heart is 
| another proof that you are not got from that mount. 
| "Your blindneſs and ignorance in the above things 
| 
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demonſtrates it, as well as your countenance. In- 


deed I never liked your religion in my heart, from 
Obs „ the 


E 

the firſt account I had of it; and it was not without 
difficulty that you got in among us. But you told 
me, when at my houſe, that you knew not then 
what you believed, nor do you know what you be- 
leve now. You are more wiſe in your own con- 
ceit, but I think far more ignorant, and farther 
from the truth, now, than ever you have been yet. 
But to proceed to theſe points in hand. 

« The word was made fleſh.” This is true, but 
not in the ſenſe you hold it. The Godhead was 
not changed into fleſh and blood. This is conver- 
ſion, not union; it is converting one nature into 
another; not uniting two diſtinct natures together, 
fo as to become one perſon. Changing one ſub- 
ſtance into another is tranſubſtantiation, not incarna- 
tion. Such a change of nature differs much from that 
of a divine perſon aſſuming, or taking human nature 
into union with himſelf. The firſt of theſe is an 
error, the latter is a goſpel truth. This union, 
being ordained in the ancient ſettlements of eter- 
nity, took place in the virgin's womb, not after the 
human nature was formed, nor yet after it was born; 
for this would have been joining, or uniting, two 
| perſons together, inſtead of uniting two natures in 
one perſon. The Holy Spirit, who moved upon 
the face of the waters at the creation of the world, 
and ſeparated the light from the darkneſs ; who ga- 
thered the waters into ſeas, and made .the dry land 
appear; who garniſhed the heavens, and ſpread 
the face of the earth with all its verdant herbage 
B | and 
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and vegetation, had a hand in this myſterious, this 
wonderful conception. Hence the angels anſwer 
to the virgin's modeſt inquiry © How ſhall this 
be?” &c. © The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow 
thee.” —Under which Almighty power and prolific 
oberthadowiter, the ſeed paſſed from the loins to the 
womb. © Thou ſhalt conceive in thy womb,” 
faid the angel, &c. In which the wonderful con- 


ception and myſtic union took place between the 


perſon of the Son of God and the virgin's ſeed. 
« He was made,” (touching his humanity) © of a 
woman.” He was the woman's ſeed, made of the 
tubſtance of her body. And this human nature was 
ſo wonderfully prepared by Jehovah, as that it 
ſhould not be in the leaſt tainted with original ſin, 
nor with one ſinful infirmity; that it might be en- 


tirely pure, and as proper as poſſible to be in union 


with ſo great a perſon; and that Adam, in inno- 
cence, might be a figure of him that was to come. 
On which account, though born of a woman, he is 
called a holy thing. Who can bring a clean thing 


out of an unclean? I anſwer, man cannot. But the 


angel told Mary that with God nothing ſhould be 
impoſſible, therefore God can do it, and God has 


done it, A body haſt thou prepared me.” 


Furthermore, the human nature of "a. hriſt never 


did exiſt of itſelf, nor by itſelf; hence it is called a 


holy thing, not a perſon, becauſe it never had any 
exiſtence but in union with the Eternal Ward; 
which 


(19) 


which union took place in the virgin's womb ; and 
which union never was, nor ever will be, diſſolved. 
Moreover, this aſſumption of human nature, and 
union with it, made no change or alteration in the 
Lord's divinity, He was God from everlaſting, 
before this union took. place, and no leſs than God 
with us after it took place; and by this union he be- 
came what he never was before, God incarnate, or 
« God manifeſt in the fleſh;” which manifeſta- 
tion was in theſe laſt times for us, and never be- 
fore. 1 | 
The words © made fleſh,” do not ſignify a con- 
yerting or changing one nature into another. When 
we hear of perſons being created Peers, made Earls, 
or Lords, or made Chancellor, or Lord of the 
Houſehold, we underſtand no ſuch change by it ; but 
that titles of honour are thereby conferred, and 
perſons appointed to, and inveſted with, ſuch or 
ſuch an office. And, when we read that © the 


word was made fleſh,” it means he was inveſted 


with human nature—< clothed with a veſture dipt 
in blood.” And, when it is ſaid God hath made 
Jeſus both Lord and Chriſt,” it means the appoint- 
ment of God. It was the decree of God to join 
the Son's Godhead to manhood, to which the Son 
agreed, The Father was to prepare the body, 
which the Son aſſumed in nature, and in which he 
was to do the will of God, which was his heart's de- 
light; and in which nature he was made a middle 
perſon, and made or appointed King and Mediator, 
Con B 2 When 
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When it is ſaid that “ the laſt Adam was made a 
quickening Spirit,” we neither underſtand a change, 
nor yet a creation, by it: but that the Lord from 


heaven, who is an uncreated Spirit, was appointed 


and ſent to aſſume human nature, and in it to 
quicken dead finners, or © to give eternal life to as 
many as the Father had given him.” 

Mr. Loud muſt learn to diſtinguiſh between the 
body prepared, and he that came to do the will of 
God in it; between the veſture dipped in blood, 
and the word that wore it; between the gift, and 
the altar that ſanctified the gift; between the taber- 
nacle that God pitched, and the Shekina that ta- 
bernacled in it; between the vail (that is to ſay, his 
fleſh), and the anchorage of hope within the vail; 
between God, and the fleſh in which God was ma- 
nifeſted; between the throne of grace (which is the 


human nature, Iſai. xxii. 22. 23) and he that fills 
the throne, who is the firſt and the laſt, the Al- 


mighty ; between the temple of his body, and he 


that raiſed it up in three days; between the vir- 


gin's ſubſtance, and the everlaſting Father; be- 
tween the body, and all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
that dwells bodily in it; between the manhood, 
which grew in wiſdom and in ſtature, and infinite 
wiſdom, and immenſity itſelf, to whoſe wiſdom 


| there can be no addition, and to whoſe ſtature no- 
thing can be added; between the Son, who knew 
not the day of Jeruſalem's deſtruction (Mark xiii. 

22), and the omniſcient God, who can be ig- 


norant 
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5 
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norant of nothing. Until Mr. Loud can learn to 
diſtinguiſh a little better, he will never appear wiſe 
to ſalvation, though he may be wiſe above what is 


written, and too wiſe in his own conceit to become 


a fool that he may be wiſe indeed. God will ſtain 
the pride of all vain glory, he will hide his myſteries 
from the wiſe and prudent; and, as he takes the 
wile in their own craftineſs, let not the wiſe man 
glory in his wiſdom; for he that thinketh he 
knoweth any thing (of theſe things) knows nothing 
yet as he ought to know—for who 1s ſufficient for 
theſe things, where a flip of the pen or tongue 


might lay a foundation for deſtructive hereſies? 


But our ſufficiency here muſt be of God, and our 
wiſdom from the Father of lights, as it is only in his 
light that we ſee light. But Mr. Loud objected to 
my aſſerting that Emmanuel, God with us, ſig- 
nifies God in our nature; becauſe, as he obſeryed, 
the text ſays, God with us, not in us; much leſs 
God in our nature. Theſe curious quibbles may 
ſerve to ſtumble the weak, and to entangle himſelf 
in the labyrinth of error; but he will never be able 
to fix any other ſenſe upon the word, if he purſues the 
ſafeſt method I mean, that of eee ſpi- 
ritual things with ſpiritual.” T 

The Prophet tells King Ahaz that the Lord 
himſelf ſhall give him a ſign, a miracle, or a 
wonder; and ſuch a ſign as never was given be- 


fore in this world. But if Emmanuel, a name that 


never appeared 1 in holy writ before, (and which g- 
| B 3 185 nifies, 


2 
nifies, God with us) means no more than God's 
preſence with his people, this was no net ſign, but 
what has been common to every ſaint, in every 
age. God was with Adam; with Abel, Seth, and 
Enoch, with whom he walked three hundred years; 
with Noah, Shem, Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Jo- 
ſeph, and Moſes; and with Iſrael always, either in 
the tabernacle or temple, and even in Babylon, and 
down to the death of Chriſt. © Iſrael hath never 
been forſaken of his God.” In this ſenſe Emma- 
nue! can be no new ſign, but a very old one, and 
even as old as the Word; but this myſterious ſign 
has never been till theſe laſt days; and Jeremiah 
ſays it is a new ſign, ſuch as never was or had been 
before, © The Lord hath created a new n in the 
: earth, a woman ſhall compaſs a man.“ Jer. xxxi. 
22. The Prophet intimates that the creating 
KPH of God in this work is to be put forth, under 
which a woman is to compaſs a man; that is, ſhe 
ſhall, under the overſhadowing power of the moſt 
High, compaſs this ſtrange work, of bringing forth 
a man child, without the help of man. This 
Ifaiah calls a „in, and Jeremiah calls it a new thing; 
and ſuch à thing as never was before new thing 
der the ſun. hu - s 

Nor can che compound word Bait be con- 
ſtrued to mean (as Mr. Loud ſuggeſted) no more 
than God in us; for God has dwelt in all his ſaints 
from the creation of the world—their bodies have 


ever been rechples of the "ONE God; as God hath 
OT. | . ſaid 
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faid 1 will dwell in 2 and walk in . ” Tt 
remains, therefore, that the word Emmanuel muſt 
have a meaning different from both the above; and 
ſignify © God with us” in a way that he never was 
before, © Therefore the Lord himſelf ſhall give 
you a ſign,“ ſaith the prophet, © Behold a virgin 
ſhall conceive (a ſon) and bear a ſon, and ſhall call 
his name Ene ” which the Apoſtle tells us 

is © God with us.” The firſt wonder is that a 
pure virgin ſhould conceive. And the word con- 
czive, or conception, implies that this man, that ſhe 
was to compaſs, was to be of her ſeed; for, if not 
of her ſeed, how can ve underſtand conception, 
ſeeing the ſcriptures witneſs that Satan's head is 
to be bruiſed by the woman's ſeed ; whereas Deity, 
abſtractly conſidered, is the F ather of all, but the 
ſced of none. And true it is that Chriſt was, ac- 
cording to the fleſn, made of a woman, of the ſub- 
ſtance of her body; and ſo fleſh of our fleſh, and 
bone of our bone. This is a great myſtery,” but 
it is a true one. The third part of the ſign is 
that, after this ſon is conceived and born, two na- 
tures remain The divine nature is called God, the 
buman nature expreſſed by the word us; which is a 
plain contradiction of Mr. Loud's notion]! mean 
that of tranſubſtantiating the Godhead into fleſh, as 
the papiſts pretend to turn the Saviour into a 
wafer : for this would amount to no more than 
fi: with us; whereas Emmanuel i is God with us. 
And the prophet here ſhews when and where this 
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union took place; namely, at the virgin's concep- 
tion, and in the virgin's womb; not aſter the in- 
fant was formed, nor after it was born, as before 
obſerved; for this had been no more than a union 
of two perſons, and is what every believer may 
claim, who has fellowſhip with the Lord, ſeeing 
fuch are in union with him, joined to him, and of 
one ſpirit with him. But this union took place as 
ſoon as the ſeed paſſed from the loins to the womb; 
« Thou ſhalt conceive,” in thy womb, ſaid the 
angel; and «© the word was made fleſh” in the 
womb ; that is, Chriſt aſſumed the human nature 
there. Hence it appears plain that a union of two 
natures in one perſon ſhould be this wonder, this 
miracle, this glorious ien, which God would give; 
and which is the good tbing promiſed to the houſe of 
Iſrael, and the mew thing which God would create 
in the earth. Hence it muſt, follow, and we may 

Tafely conclude, that Emmanuel, God with us, ſig- 
nifies God in human nature; © God manifeſt in the 
fleſh;” or, as the ſcriptures witneſs, all the fulneſs 
of the Godhead dwelling bodily in the human na- 
ture of Chriſt; and ſo Emmanuel, Chriſt, or 
* God with us” as he never was before; and God 
with all his children, who were fleſh and blood, and 
en whoſe account © he himſelf took part of the 
fame.” But him/elf taking part of the fame is not a 
converting himſelf into the ſame: it is not a change of 
nature, but an incarnation, as Beſor, one of the ci- 

ties of refuge, a type of Chriſt, ſignifies, For the 
| Saviour's 
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Saviour's union with a body prepared can never be 
called a change into that body. Moreover, it is a 
matter of doubt with me whether Deity changed into 
feſh and blood be a proper object of truſt, or of di- 
vine worſhip, ſeeing we are not to truſt in an arm 
of fleſh, nor to have any confidence in the fleſh, 
nor to worſhip any but the Lord our God. But 
God in the tabernacle, and in the temple, was wor- 
| ſhipped by all the Iſraelites, whether far off or 
near, wherever prayer was to be made; and God 
in the temple of human nature is worſhipped, both 
in the heavens above and in the earth beneath; for, 
« when he bringeth his firſt begotten into the 
world, he faith, Let all the angels of God worſhip 
him ;” and of Zion it is ſaid, He! is thy Jehovah, - 
and worſhip thou him.” 

Your other notion—of the Godhead when changed 
into manhood dying or expiring on the croſs - ap- 
| pears to me to be without any foundation in ſcrip- 
ture, as may be gathered both out of the Old Teſ- 
tament and the New. Chriſt is the truth of all the 
legal types, and the ſubſtance of all thoſe ſha- 
dows; and I think the two goats, which were 
brought on the day of atonement, repreſented the 
two natures of Chriſt : one was to be offered for a 
ſin offering, and the other to be preſented alive be- 
fore the Lord, to make an atonement with him, 
and then to be let go for a ſcape-goat into the wile 
derneſs. Levit. xvi. 9, 10. If it be objected that 
ſinners are compared to goats, and therefore the di- 
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vine nature could not be repreſented by them, it may 
be anſwered that ſinners are alſo compared to lions, 
and yet God is compared to that noble creature 

more than once; moreover, the goat is enrolled in 
- theliſts of clean beafts, and the lion is not. Fur- 
thermore, the two ſparrows, -that were to be taken 
at the cleanſing of the leper, appear to me to re- 


pPreſent the ſame myſtery. One of the birds was to 


be killed in an earthen veſſel, over running water ; 
the other bird, preſerved alive, was to be taken, 
and, with cedar wood, ſcarlet wool, and hyſſop, 
to be dipt in the blood of the bird that was killed: 
the leper was to be ſprinkled ſeven times with 
theſe, and to be pronounced clean, and then the 
living bird was to be let go upon the face of the 
field. Levit. xiv. 4, 5, 6. This ceremonial cleanſ- 
ing by the two birds, moſt beautifully prefigured 
- our purgation by the two natures of Chriſt, who 
purged our fins by his one offering, and made an 
atonement for us. One bird dies; the other 
eſcapes, dipped in the blood of his fellow.— 50 
Chriſt in human nature died, but divinity could 
not; “ he was put to death in the fleſh,” (or in the 
human nature, and in nothing elſe) * but quickened 

by the ſpirit.” If it be objected that the two ſpar- 
rows prefigured, one the body and the other the 
ſoul of the Saviour, I anſwer that the ſcape · goat 
and the living bird both eſcaped unhurt and un- 
wounded, which the ſoul of Chriſt did not, for that 


was by far the greateſt ſufferer, as every child of 
„ 


„ 
God will own, who has felt the wrath of God and 
the pains of hell, and confeſs, too, that the moſt 
excruciating bodily pains are nothing when com- 
pared to © a wounded ſpirit; which, as the wiſe 
man ſays, © who can bear?“ But he allows that 
a man's ſpirit may ſuſtain the infirmities of the 
Furthermore, the law was ordained for man, not 

for Deity. Gos © voice is to the ſons of men,” 
« Curſed is he,” (that is, the man) © that con- 
tinues not in_allhings written in the book of the 
| hw, to do them;” and © the ſoul that ſinneth ſhall 
die.” But neither of theſe awful ſentences reach 
Divinity, or Godhead ; and unleſs this can be proved 
Mr. Loud's tranſubſtantiation can never be eſta- 
bliſhed. God is the one lawgiver, but himſelf is 
above all law; he © worketh all things after the 
counſel of his own will;“ and his uncontrollable 
will is the only law of all the creatures that He 
has made, either in heaven above or in the earth 
beneath. Now, as the law's demands, or threat- 
enings, are not ordained for any perſon in the Tri- 
nity, nor for Divinity tranſubſtantiated into fleſh and 
blood, fo I think it will be readily granted that not 
Deity, nor Deity changed into manhood, is re- 
| quired to die in order to make reſtitution for man. 
The demands, both of law and, juſtice, muſt be 
granted to the utmoſt mite - this I acknowledge: 
but the ſuffering of Deity, or the death of Divinity 


conyerted into fleſh and blood, is never once to be 
| found 
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found among all the demands both of law and juſ- 
tice : and, as this was never required or demanded, 
we have no reaſon to believe it was ever given. 
The utmoſt demand of vindictive juſtice is the 
death of the ſinner, both body and ſoul: and the 
ſcriptures tell us that the Surety * bore our own 
fins in his own body on the tree,” and that he 
made © his ſoul an offering for ſin,” © the chaſ. 
tiſement of our peace being upon him, and by his 
ſtripes we are healed.” But Eternal Love in the ab- 
ſtrat can never be miſerable ; Eternal Life can never 
die; Infinite Holineſs is incapable of chaſtiſement; 
and Immortality can never be ſtriped. He was the 
Mighty God when a child born. The divinity of 
our Lord filled both heaven and earth when he was 
te put to death in the fleſh.” Touching his incar- 
nation, he came down from heaven, when, as God, 
he was in heaven. John iii, 13. Suffice it to ſay 
that Chriſt was made of the ſeed of David ac- 
cording to the fleſh; and in no other ſenſe is he 
the offspring of David. In the fleſh he ſuffered, 
( Pet. iv. 1) and in the fleſh he was put to death; 
(I Pet. iii. 18) but not in divinity, for by that he 
raiſed the temple of his body in three days, Da- 
vid's offspring died, but David's root could never be 
conquered by death, being the Lord both of life 
and death. David's n was made a curſe for us, 
but David's bleſſed Lord could never be curſed. 
The particular diſtinction which the Spirit makes 
between the two natures of Cnriſt ought to be ob- 

| ſerved 
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ſerved. When he ſays © made of the ſeed of Da- 
vid according to the fleſh”—of the Jews, as con- 
cerning the fleſh, Chriſt came; he ſuffered in the 
fleſh, and was put to death in the fleſh. Theſe diſ- 
tinctions of fleſh and ſpirit do not mean the body 
and ſoul of the Saviour, for all the human nature 
ſuffered ; but the diſtinction reſpects the Goabead 
and manhood of Chriſt. 
Let Mr. Loud ſoberly learn, before he gets too 
far in the bog, to anſwer the Saviour's queſtion 
« What think ye of Chriſt, whoſe ſon is he?” And, 

if he anſwers, © the ſon of David,” then why doth 
David in the ſpirit call him Lord ? And let him learn 
the difference between the corn of wheat that fell into 
the ground and died, and He who is the reſurrec- 
tion and the life, by the power of whom. that grain 
was raiſed again, and all the glorious harveft that 
ſhall follow. The difference alſo between the Lord 
from heaven, and the branch from Jeſſe's root. 
The Saviour was crucified through weakneſs, into 
which Omnipotence could never be converted; and, 
as it was the weaker nature that went to the wall, fo 
the weaker nature has no glory or honour, but what 
was given to it, or conferred on it. The Holy 
| Ghoſt kept that nature in its place, by ſaying of 
him, reſpecting his manhood, that he was made 
lower than the angels; calling him he hind of the 
morning, the poor and needy' man, a man of ſor- 
rows and acquainted with grief, yea, deſpiſed and 
rejected of men, a worm and no man. And it is 


——Meſs - 


—— Ü— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


t 3 JI 


mentioned as a matter of aſtoniſhment that God 


ſhould take notice of him as man. What is 


man, that thou art mindful of him; and the ſon of 


man, that thou viſiteſt him?” The great things that 
are ſaid of the human nature, abſtractedly con- 


| fidered, are, that God hath highly exalted him—that 


he hath given him glory and honour, and put all 
things under his feet, and made him Lord and 
Chrift—that he hath glorified him, and that in the 
fame glorified body dwells the fulneſs of the Godhead 


. bodily; and into the likeneſs of whoſe glorious body 


all the faints ſhall be changed and faſhioned in the 
great day. But, as touching his Godhead, the Moſt 
High can never be exalted above what he is; nor 
can any thing be added to the fulneſs of him who 
filleth all in all; nor can any glory be added to the 
God of glory; nor any honour to infinite majeſty; 


nor any power to him that upholds all things by the 
word of his own power. As man, he is appointed 


ce heir of all things,” and all power in heaven and 


earth is given to him, and all things are put under 


his feet. But, as God, © all things were made by 
him! by his underived power; and all things are 


made for him—for his uſe, and for his pleaſure; 


and to him are all things accountable. Rom. xi. 36. 
The two paſſages of ſcripture, that you quoted 
in favour of Deity dying, by no means prove it. 
«© Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe 
he laid down his life for us.” 1 John iii. 16. The 
words of God are not in the original text, but ſup- 
| plied 
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pied by the efanſlators, It was in the fleſh he far. 
fered, and in the fleſh he was put to death. But, 
as there were two diſtin& natures in the perſon of : 
Chriſt, the humanity doubtleſs died in union with 
the Godhead; on which account the Jews are 
charged with killing the Prince of life, crucifying 
the Lord of glory, and murdering the Juſt one; 
and the church of God is ſaid to be purchaſed with 
his own blood. All which prove the union of the 


| two natures, even in death; and from this union 


ſprings the ſweet ſavour of the one offering, and 
all the invaluable worth and glorious merit of it ; 
becauſe © he thought it no robbery to be equal with 
God,“ even when he was God incarnate; and on 
which account alſo he is called the man Jehovah's 
fellow. But then it was the Godhead that laid 
down the life of the manhood, and it was the God- 
head that took that life again. © Deſtroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raiſe it up.“ 
They did deſtroy the temple in which the Shekina 
dwelt, and in three days the Shekina raiſed it 
again. 

But Mr. Loud denies that the Saviour aſſumed 
the human nature; though the ſcriptures teſtify this 
truth ſo plainly, by aſſerting, For as much then as 
the children are partakers of fleſh and blood, he 
alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame.” 
Heb. ii. 14. If the Lord's humanity were not in 
reality of the virgin's ſeed, but Divinity changed 


into fleſh, he could not be ſaid to take part of the 
[5 children's 
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children's fleſh. and flood, which the Holy Spiri 
ſays he did; and therefore we are ſaid to be 
ce members of his body, of his fleſh, and of his 
bones.” Eph. v. 30. And again, he was made of 
. a woman; his humanity was of her ſeed, made of 
her ſubſtance; which is too plain a truth to be diſ- 
proved; and none, but thoſe who are given up to 
believe a lie, would ever attempt it. 
Mr. Loud's inſiſting upon it that, if the Saviour 
really partook of the ſeed of the virgin, he was a 
ſinner, and there could be no more merit in his ſa- 
crifice than in the martyrdom of Loud, is both 
ſhocking and dreadful. However, the angel told 
Mary that © with God nothing ſhall be impoſſible; 
and therefore this wonderful work was poſſible with 
God; and it was done. The Lord aſſumed a In 
man nature, of-which the body was prepared by 
| God the Holy Ghoſt, and was @ lamb without ſpot, 
and without blemiſh ; a holy thing; holy, harmleſs, and 
undeflead. The Prince of this world could find no- 
thing of his bane in him. And this was no more 
impoſſible with God than raiſing the ſinful duſt and 
aſhes of the faints out of their graves, and ſetting 
them down immortal - Aficorruptible, glorious, and 
vVithout ſpot or waikcle, in the kingdom of heaven; 
which is a work that is to be Gat, and wil be 


done. 


Mr. Loud's myſtery—of the 1 n no 
more of the virgin's nature than a funnel does of 


the liquor that is poured through it—is no part of 
the 
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the doctrine which he ſays he got on his knees ; for 
that abominable hereſy of the funnel, or pipe, is many 
hundred years old. In ſhort, Mr. Loud, by his 
abominable doctrines, denies the great myſtery of 
godlineſs—the view of angels, the doctrine of the 
apoſtles, the hope of the ſaints, and the faith that 
has been in the world theſe ſeventeen hundred years. 
« God manifeſted in the fleſh” was, and is, the 
only hope of Iſrael; God manifeſt in the fleſh was 
« ſeen of angels; God manifeſt in the fleſh was: 
« preached to the Gentiles;” God manifeſt in the 
fleſh was © believed on in the world; God ma- 
nifeſt in the fleſh was © received up into glory.” 
Hence it appears plain . that the apoſtle's great 
mn ſtery, Iſaiah's fign, Jeremiah's new thing, and the 
good thing promiſed to the houſe of Iſrael, is God 
incarnatèe, God manifeſt in the fleſh, or God with us by 
incarnation. 

I come now to conſider Mr. Loud's notion of 
the Lord's deſcent into hell. I think the altar made 
of whole ſtones, upon which no tool' was to be 
liffed—the golden altar=and the altar of braſs, or 
brazen altar were all types of our Lord's divinity x 
upon which, as upon the altar, the humanity was 
offered in ſacrifice to God the Father. For it is the 
altar that ſanctifies the giſt; and for our ſakes the 
Saviour ſanctified himſelf. And it is clear that the 
Lord's feet, which denote ſtrength; are compared 
to braſs, his faithfulneſs to à girdle of gold; and he is: 
called © the ſtone of Iſrael.” And thus he is com- 
e C pauared 


E 
pared to the different materials of which the Jewiſh) 
altars were compoſed. The horns of the altar like- 
wiſe were a refuge for ſinners. © Chro. xxi. 14; 
1 Kings ii. 28; typical of the mighty Horn of ſal. 
vation raiſed up in the houſe of God's ſervant Da- 
vid; Luke i. 69; who is the only refuge that God 
has ſet before us. But Mr. Loud told me that 
the altar was a type of God the Father; but I 
think it is not a very eaſy matter to find an inani- 
mate type of him. Beſides, Chriſt, and not God 
the Father, is the truth of all the types, and the 
ſubſtance of all the legal ſhadows. Moreover, the 
ſacrifices were offered upon the altar, not to the altar; 
but upon the altar to God. And it is plain that the 
altar was greater than the giſt, becauſe it ſanctified 
the gift; and it is as true that our Lord's divinity, 
which offered up the humanity, is greater chan the 
uy that was offered up. | 
Furthermore, when the facrifices under bs ur 

were offered on the altar, there was an end of the 
offering, without any thing done that prefigured a 
deſcent into hell. Nor was the fire, in which the 
victim was conſumed, called hell fire, but *p _ 
and the fire of the altar, | 
And we may add, that the facrifice was offered 
ee to God; and immediately after the 
prieſt pronounced God's bleſſing on the people; 
Num. vi. 24; without any thing like a ſpace of 
three days, eee our Lond. s ne n 
the 3 5 61H 16-5 
And, 
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And, as the burnt offerings were accepted of 
God upon the altar; Iſaiah lvi. 7 ; fo the offering 
of our dear Lord was accepted when finiſhed on the 
croſs ; for he ſaid, © Father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my ſpirit ; and, having ſaid thus, he gave up 
the Ghoſt;” Luke xxiii. 46. The foul of our 
Lord was received from the croſs, not from hell. 
« He made his ſoul an offering for ſin ;” and to 
God the Father he offered it, and into the Father's 
hands he commended it, not into hell fire; and 
| yielded up the ghoſt—it did not fink into the bot- 
tomleſs pit. 

It may be further obſerved 805 the Saviour i is 
our forerunner and our example, and we are to 
tread in his ſteps, to drink of his cup, and are 
« planted together in the likeneſs of his death; 
and the utmoſt of the ſaints ſufferings is carrying 
the croſs, and dying for his ſake: but, if he went 
into hell, we do in that ſenſe by no means tread in 
| his ſteps, nor are we in that ſenſe planted together 
in the likeneſs of his death. Nor do we under- 
ſtand, by the phraſes ce yielded up the ghoſt,” as 
Jacob did, or commending the ſpirit to God, as 
Stephen did, any thing like a deſcent into hell. 
The, ſouls of the ſaints return to. God who gave 
them; ; and ſo did the ſoul of Chriſt when it was 
made an offering for ſin. His yielding up the 
| ghoſt in death, and his commending his ſpirit into 
his Father's hands, as well as his reſurrection from 
the dead, are earneſts and pledges of the bleſſed 
. death, 
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death, happy end, glorious departure, and certain 
reſurrection, of the ſaints; who commend their 
fouls to God, die in faith, and yield up the ghoſt, 
when the ſoul returns to the Almighty, and is num- 
bered and arranged among * the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect, while the body reſts in hope of a 
glorious and certain reſurrection. And ſuch was 
the bleſſed end of the Saviour when he had finiſhed 
the work upon the croſs “ He made his grave 
with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, be- 
cauſe he had done no violence, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth.” Ifai. lin. 9. He made his grave 
with the wicked by becoming our ſurety, or by 
being made fin for us by imputation, and ſo was 
numbered with the tranſgreſſors; but his grave was 
made with the rich in his death. Mark that—in 
death he made his grave with the rich; not among 
the poor and wretched, miſerable, blind, and 
naked, © who go quick into hell ;” but with the 
rich he made his grave—rich in faith, rich towards 

God, poſſeſſed of all true riches, rich in mefit, rich 
in good works, and heir of all things: and in the 
poſſeſſion of all theſe true riches he made his {crank 
as ſoon as the work was finiſhed, __ 

Cod -: urthermore, the Blood of the ſacrifice is called 
the life of it; and by the blood of the facrifice were 
the Iſraelites cleanſed in a ceremonial way ; and ſo, 

when the blood of Chriſt was ſhed, our redemp- 

tion was completely obtained ; for we are declared 

do be redeemed hs the blood of Chriſt as of 2 
mn dend 


© a2: 4 | 
hmb without blemiſh and without ſpot.” Our re- 
demption is always ſaid to be by the blood of Chriſt, 
but never by the torments of hell fire. 

I add, further, that when the Saviour bowed his 
head he declared, as his dying teſtimony, © I is 
finiſhed.” But Mr. Loud objected to this; ſaying 
that his meaning was—that the mockery and in- 
ſults of the Jews were finiſhed. This is a very 
empty meaning, if the dying teſtimony of our 
great Deliverer contains no more than this, Be- 
ſides, if this were the Lord's meaning, it is not 
true; for the Jews inſulted him, mocked, reviled, 
and railed on him, both in his perſon and in his 
members, long after this. They blaſphemed him, 
compelled ſome of his followers to curſe him; and 
Paul perſecuted him; of which he complains out of 
heaven long after this. Yea, the mockery and in- 
ſults of Jews and infidels are not finiſhed yet, nor 
will they be fo long as the long-ſuffering mercy of 
the Lord permits ſuch wretched men as Mr, Loud 
to live upon the earth. It remains, therefore, that 
the words © It is finiſhed” mult have a bent, a 


truer, and a more pregnant meaning, 
“He bore our fins in his own body on the tree; 
and no farther than the tree did he bare them. 
There the Surety paid the fatal ſcore, and cancelled 
the total debt ; that was finiſhed, 
He was made a curſe for us; for it is written 
« Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” 


Thar curſe purſued him no farther than the tree ; 
C 3 | redemp- 
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redemption from the curſe. was then and there 
finiſhed. 

The ſeed of the woman was to bruiſe the ſer 
- pent” s head. He ſpoiled principalities and powers 
he made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in the death of the croſs. Victory over devils, 
therefore, was obtained, and the complete IT 
of them was then and there finiſhed. 

The hand writing of ordinances, that was 
againſt us, which was contrary to us, he took out 
of the way, nailing it to his croſs.” The bondage 
of- the law, the terrors of the law, the wrath of 
God revealed in the law, purſued and held the Sa- 
viour no farther than the croſs. This was all ac- 
compliſhed in the death of the Saviour; for to the 
croſs he nailed the hand writing that was againſt 
us, and there left it, and never carried it into hell 
fire. 

The ceremonial law had every part of it accom- 
pliſhed in him on the croſs, when he poured out his 
ſoul unto death ; but no farther; in death was that 
work finiſhed. 

The moral law had all its precepts obeyed before 
in his life, and all its curſes and threatenings he en- 
dured upon the croſs. His active and paſſive obe- 
dience both ended in his death, not in the bottom- 
leſs pit.—* He was obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs.” His obedience here is ſaid to 
be unto dea/h, not unto hell fre. This work then, 
of his obedience, was there finiſhed, 
« Knowing 
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c iGo this, that our old man was crucified 


with him, that the body of ſins might be deſtroyed.“ 


| The old man got his death—and the deſtroying, 


governing, and damning, power of fin, got its de- 
ſtruction in the crucifixion of Chriſt upon the 
croſs, not in hell fire, © Our old man was n 
fied with him.” This was finiſhed. 

Our ſanctification was effected when the Sen 


commended his ſpirit into his Father's hands. 


« That he might ſanctify the people with his own 
blood, he ſuffered without the gate.“ This was 
finiſned, not in hell fire, but on Mount Seen 
without the gates of Jeruſalem. 

The ſword of God was awaked, and the tos 


herd was ſmitten on the croſs. Judgement was 


fully executed, and vindictive Juſtice got full ſatiſ- 
faction, and promiſed to throw open the priſon 
doors to all the priſoners for whom Chriſt died. 


This was obtained by the blood of the lamb; as it 


is written, © By the blood of thy covenant I have 
ſent forth thy priſoners out of the pit, wherein is no 
water.” By the blood of the covenant was this 
jail delivery obtained, and not 1955 the torments of 
hell fire. 

We read of the n of the Surety, and of 
the obedience of the ſaints both. He was obe- 


dient unto death,” and there it ſtopped : and we 
are commanded to be the ſame, in laying down our 
life for the brethren, But there never was, nor 
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ever will be, nor do we eyer read of, any eo 
en in hell fire. 

Hence it appears plain that the ceremonial ws 
* its full accompliſnment and its end in the death 
of Chriſt. The moral law was magnified by a per- 
fe&t obedience both to its precept and penalties, the 
body of ſins were deſtroyed, the old man was cru. 
cified, devils ſpoiled and conquered, judgement was 
fully executed, truth was cleared, wrath appeaſed, 
the paſcal lamb offered, and the gates of heaven 
opened, the grand oblation was offered, complete 
atonement made, reconciliation obtained, the flaming 
ſword ſheathed, peace made, a new and living way 
| conſecrated, Juſtice fully ſatisfied, God well pleaſed, 
the ranſom price paid, everlaſting righteouſneſs 
brought in, a jail delivery proclaimed, a fountain 
for ſin opened, a ſure foundation laid, the ele& 
ſanctified and redeemed, the middle wall of parti- 
tion broken down, and falvation in the executionary 
part completed and eternally finiſhed, without any 
ſuffering in the regions of the damned.—He made 
peace for us by the blood of his croſs, All the 
above things are implied in the dying teſtimony of 
the faithful and true witneſs, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
when he bowed his head, and 9 « It is fi- 
niſned.“ 

But Mr. Loud objects this 1 ay Whom God 
hath raiſed up, having looſed the pains of death; 
becapſe it was not poſſible that he ſhould be holden 
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of it.” Acts ii. 24. Which he ſays were the pains 


that he endured in Hell fire, which were looſed when 


he was taken from that priſon. If the Saviour's 
foul lay three days and three nights in hell, the 
work was far from being fniſhed on the croſs, 
though he bowed his head, and declared it was, 
The word here called pains of death, or ſorrows of 
death, is expreſſive of the ſufferings of his ſoul 
under our ſins, the wrath of God, the buffetings of 
Satan, the ſword of Juſtice, the curſe of the law, 
and being forſaken by his Father; and is the ſame 
word as is uſed to expreſs the pangs of child birth, 
or the ſorrows of a woman in labour; which the 
prophet Iſaiah calls his travail, which he was to 
endure, and then he was to © ſee of the travail of 
his ſoul, and be ſatisfied in our ſalvation : which 
trayail came upon him ſome days before his death, 
one pain after another ; and every pain ſtronger and 
ſtronger, till the travail was over. Now is my 
ſoul troubled.” John xi. 27. And in the garden 
he was ſorrowful, and fore amazed, till at length 
he breaks out and complains of it My ſoul is 
exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death.” Here are 
the ſorrows, or pains, of death on him; or, as he 
himſelf ſays, © the ſorrows of death are fallen upon 
me, and an horror hath overwhelmed me,” And, 
when trayail came heavier ſtill, he prayed to God; 
and afterwards, when more bitter pangs came on, 
he ſweat blood; and, when more oppreſſive ſtill, 
he, being in an agony, prayed the more earneſtly, 

| — till 


(4a) 

ll an angel appeared and ſtrengthened him ; ale. 
this he ſaid, © Sleep on now, and take your re 
But on the croſs all his travail, the pains or e. 
of death, came on him again; it was the Jews' 
hour, and the powers of darkneſs. And here he 
might truly ſay, Behold, all ye that paſs by, was 
ever any ſorrow like my forrow!”” Here it was that 
the ſnares of death and flames of wrath got hold of 
him; the ſword of Juſtice, the wrath of God, and 
the ſins of men, met all together upon him ; and, 
to complete the dreadful ſcene, his Father forſook 
him, which he had never done before. Darkneſs 
hkewiſe overſpread the world; to ſhew the inex- 
preſſible ſufferings of his ſoul as well as his body. 
At laſt he cried, „My God, my God, why haſt 
thou forſaken me?” At which cry © he was heard 
in that he feared.” The horrors of his ſoul were 
ſoon diſpelled; the dreadful lower and awful ſtorm 
blew over; Satan's ſhafts were ſpent ; the ſword of 
Juſtice was in its ſcabbard: the Father began to 
ſhine upon him; the duſt and aſhes of our fins 
dropped to the foot of the altar; the Holy Ghoſt 
ſweetly operated as a comforter, and lent his 
friendly aid; at which the pains of death were 
Jooſed from his ſoul; his ſorrows, or ſoul travail, 
was at an end; and with a loud voice he cried, © It 
is finiſhed ;” commended his ſpirit into 'the hands 
of his Father; bowed his head, and yielded up the 
ghoſt; and © through the eternal Spirit offered him- 


ſelf to God. oo Thus ce the pains of death were 
looſed, 
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looſed, becauſe it was not poſſible that he ſhould be 
holden of it” any longer than till the ſoul was made 
an offering for ſin; which through the eternal Spirit 
was offered, and by that Holy Spirit conveyed, or 
carried; into the hands of God the Father. 12275 
There is no ſuffering in hell, mentioned by the 

prophet, between the travail of his ſoul and being 
ſatisfied with ſeeing his ſeed. No, nor yet between 
his being obedient unto death and beins highly ex- 
alced. ng 
But Mr. Loud fetches all his arguments from th 
words * Thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, nor 
ſuffer thine Holy One to ſee corruption.” Acts ii. 
27 The ſufferings of his ſoul in taſting of death, 
and the grave, is what is there meant by Hell. Hell 
torments to a ſinner lie in bearing his own fins, in 
the laſhes of conſcience, in the wrath of God, the 
curſe of the law, the torment of devils, utter dark- 
neſs, and baniſhment from God; of all which the 
Saviour taſted for us, and then theſe pains were 
looſed. Hell, in ſcripture language, does not al- 
ways mean the bottomleſs pit. Jonah ſays he cried 
« out of the belly of hell,” and God heard his 
voice. But there is a deal of difference between 
the ſufferings of Jonah's mind in the bottom of the 
fa, and ſuffering in bottomleſs perdition ; and 
much more between the regions of the damned 
and the carcaſs of a whale, And certain it is that 
Jonah was a type of Chriſt, in being a fign to the 
Ninevites; and Chriſt being three. days and three 
7 nights 
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nights in the heart of the earth, and then riſing from 
the dead, was to be the only ſign that was to be 
given to that adulterous generation of the Jews. 

Furthermore, that the ſoul of our Saviour did 
not deſcend into hell, may plainly be ſeen by his 
anſwer to the thief upon the croſs. The thief 
prayed to be remembered by him when he came 
into his kingdom ; whoſe propitious anſwer to him 
was, © Verily, I fay unto thee, to day ſhalt thou be 
with me in Paradiſe.” Luke xxiii. 43. Which 
Paradiſe, Paul fays, is © the third heaven.” 

2 Cor. xii. 2, 4. Nor is this to be underſtood of 
the divine nature of Chriſt; for that is omnipre- 


ſent, and immenſity itſelf, and fills all ſpace; | and, 


in one ſenſe, never left Paradiſe at all, for he was 


in the third heaven, though incarnate upon earth; 
as it is written © And no man hath aſcended up to 


heaven but he that came down from heaven, even 


the fon of man, who is in heaven,” John iii. 13. 


Here is a coming down from heaven, which is ſo 
called becauſe of his humiliation in the aſſumption 


of human nature; and yet (in the preſent tenſe) it 


is faid that the Son of man is in heaven; which is 
true reſpecting his divine preſence, though incar- 
nate, The Saviour's anſwer, therefore, plainly 
implies thus much this day I ſhall make my foul 
an offering for ſin, and through the eternal Spirit it 


will be conveyed into my F ather's hands in the 


third heaven, and thy foul ſhall be conveyed there 


likewiſe by the angels; ſo that thou ſhalt this day, 
before 


* 
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before midnight, be with me in Paradiſe ; which is 
a ſcriptural ſolution of the text, and by no mean 
contrary to the analogy of faith. Hence it is plain 
that the Lord ſuffered no hell torments between the 
death of the croſs and the third heaven; and it is as 
plain that there is no place of puniſhment between 
the death of the ſaint and Paradiſe. Elijah went 
from earth to heaven in a fiery chariot, and La- 
zarus went from death, by the angels, into Abra< 
ham's boſom ; which differs much from purgatory. 
By the blood of the croſs peace was made by the 
Saviour; and God declares that, if we mark the 
perfect man and behold the upright, we ſhall ſee me: 
end of that man to be peace, not purgatory: and 
ſo we may conclude that the end of faith is the fal- 
vation of the ſoul, 

It is a pity that Mr. Loud did not conſider Pe- 
ter's ſermon, recorded in the Acts, a little more 
minutely, before he had perverted one word, to 
contradict all the reſt ; where he would have ſeen his 
vile notion (of the Saviour's partaking no more of the 
human nature than his handkerchief, or his ſuppoſed = 

funnel) plainly and fully refuted. But ſo dextrous 
is the ſpirit of error in him, at turning all things 
into bane, that he can graſp one word to ſupport 
his notion of a deſcent into hell, but he could not 
ſee the other, which contradicts him to his face 
with an oath. But, as he has neglected this, I 
' muſt produce it. Men and. brethren, let me 


freely Pour unto you of the patriarch David, that 
he 


„ 
he is both dead and buried, and his ſepulchre is witli 
us unto this day; therefore, being a prophet, and 
knowing that God had ſworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, according to the fleſh, 
he would raiſe up Chriſt to fir on his throne ; he, 
ſeeing this before, ſpake of the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, that his ſoul was not left in hell, neither his 
fleſh' did ſee corruption.” Acts ii. 29, 30, 31. I 
think Mr. Loud will find it a hard taſk to prove 
that Chriſt's divinity can, in any ſenſe whatever, be 
called the fruit of David's loins, becauſe the text 
Bo is that he is the fruit. of his loins according to the 

fleſh, not according to his Godhead. For the God- 
head of Chriſt is David's root, which gave David 
his exiſtence as a creature, and which gave him his 
exiſtence as a faint; and which rot ſupplied him 
both with natural life and with grace; yea, Chriſt 
as God is called David's Jehovah, who made him, 
governed him, gave him grace, and ſaved his ſoul; - 
whom he acknowledged, in whom he believed, 
and whom he worſhipped. Divinity, or divinity. 
changed into fleſn, can never be the fruit of a fal- 
len mortal's loins. But God ſwore to David that, 
according to the fleſh, Chriſt ſhould be the fruit 
of his body, Pal. cxxxii. 11 ; the fruit of his loins, 
Acts ii. 303 his fon, Matt. xx. 30; bis Mpring, 
Rev. xxii. 16; and accordingly he was the virgin 
Mary's /zed, who was of the houſe and lineage of 
David, and which ſeed was once in David's loins; 
and; if it were not ſo, what becomes of the oath _ 
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of nds God cannot be perjured. O what fad 
lengths men go when deſtitute of the Spirit, and 
given up to believe a lie! and how clear it is, from 
the above texts, that it was the humanity, and not 
the Deity, of Chriſt that ſuffered. Peter ſpeaks 
of no other parts ſuffering but the ſoul and body of 
Chriſt. Thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, 
nor ſuffer thy Holy One to fee corruption.” Which 
terms, hell and corruption, are both explained by 
the apoſtle himſelf; the firſt by logſing the pains of 
death, the ſecond by raiſing the body from the, tomb. 
The pains of death where looſed from his ſoul juſt 
as he had ended his firſt cry on the croſs, as we. 
have proved, and as Paul ſays, © he was heard in 
that he feared;” and the anſwer was given to that 
bitter cry. Upon which God ſhone into his ſoul, 
as well pleaſed, lifted up the light of his counte- 
nance upon him, filled him with unutterable joy and 
comfort: all which is expreſſed in the following 
words; © I foreſaw the Lord always before my 
face; for he is at my right hand, that I ſhould not 
be moved. Therefore did my heart rejoice, and 
my tongue was glad, my fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in 
hope.“ As ſoon as his heart rejoiced the Pains of 
death were looſed ; and, as ſoon: as the joy of his 
heart had made his tongue glad, he cried, © It is 
| finiſhed,” bowed his head, gave up the ghoſt, and 
all was over. His ſoul went without ſpot into the 


hands of God, filled with unſpeakable joy and glad- 


auß where ſorrow and bghing for ever flee away. 
And 
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And this is expreſsly called © the joy that was ſet 
before him, for the ſake of which he endured the 
croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet down on the 
right hand of the throne of God.” Heb. xii. 2. 
But to lie three days and three nights in hell fire 
can never be called a joy ſet before him, as an en- 
couragement to him to endure the croſs; for the 
croſs itſelf would have been much lighter than hell 
fire. Peter and Paul both agree in this that there 
was no fufferings endured beyond the croſs ; there 
it was that the pains of death were looſed, and ſoon 
after u the power of death was looſed from the body 

alſo. 1 
For, as dying pains, or the pains of death; 
which end in a diſſolution of the body from the ſoul, 
at which inſtant the ſoul goes to God to receive its 
doom, and as it is the body that bears the pains of tem- 
poral death, and by which ſeparating pains the body 
is left in the bonds of corruption; fo | the Jews, 
who viewed Chriſt as a deceiver, an impoſtor, and 
a ſinner, expected that this would unavoidably have 
been his fate; hence malice requeſted that his death 
might be by crucifixion, which was a Roman, not 
a Jewiſh death, hoping thereby to bring his ſoul 
and body under the curſe of God, becauſe their 
law ſays that he which hangeth upon a tree is 
_ curſed of God. Hence malice wiſhed and ex- 
pected that the end of Chriſt, whom they hated 
with cruel hatred, would have been damnation ; and 
they were ſo confident of this, that without heſita- 
' | tion 
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tion they imprecated his blood on themſelves and 
all their children; and therefore preferred a mur- 
derer before him, and crucified him between two 
thieves. This malicious evil, and bloody erime, 
Peter charges home upon them, calling it the deed 
of their wicked hands; telling them that they were 

all miſtaken; that the pains of death were looſed ; 
and that this Holy One, whom thay judged as an 
impoſtor, did not ſee corruption, for the pains of 
his ſoul were looſed on the croſs, and the other in 
the tomb; that he was riſen from the dead, and that 
they were all witneſſes of it. And he adds, „Let 
all the houſe of Iſrael know that God has made that 
fame Jeſus, whom you crucified, both. Lord and 
Chriſt.” This awful charge was accompanied with 
the ſword of the Spirit, and they were pricked in 
their heart at ſuch an awful teſtimony againſt them, 

which extorted from them the following cry; 

« Men and brethren, what ſhall we do?” Theſe 
convinced Jews ſaw their awful miſtake. They 
thought that they had blotted out the name of Je- 
ſus from under heaven, and that it ſhould have been 
no more in remembrance; while the chief rulers 
and prieſts, having caſt him out of the vineyard and 
ſain him, vainly thought that his inheritance ſhould 
have been theirs. But he was raiſed -up to requite 
them. So they were all miſtaken; and fo is 
Mr. Loud, who ſuppoſes that he deſcended into the 
regions of the damned ;- for the text ſays it was the 
* 1 2 74 ; 1 pains 
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| pains of death that were looſed, _ not the pain oof 
Wl 9 
But there is 8 text ee in * of 
* Saviour's deſcenſion into hell, which is, 1 Pet. ili. 
13, 19, 20. For Chriſt alſo hath once ſuffered 
for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, (that he might bring 
us to God) being put to death in the fleſh, but 
quickened by the Spirit. By which! alſo he went and 
preucbed unto' the ſpirits in priſin, which ſome time 
were diſobedient; when once the long-ſuffering of 
Sod waited in the days of Noah while the ark was 
preparing; wherein few, that is, eight ſouls, were 
faved by water.. There is nothing in this paſſage 
that in the leaſt favours, much leſs ſupports, the no- 
tion of our Lord's ſuffering in hell fire; but the 
contrary. The apoſtle aſſerts that. Chriſt, hath 
once ſuffered for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt. The 
word once may be applied to the whole life of 
'\ Chriſt, for he was a man of ſorrows. and acquainted 
with grief all his days; he ſuffered from the manger 
do the croſs. - But the apoſtle ſeems to confine the 
Word to his ſufferings on the croſs, as himſelf, ex- 
plains it being put to death in the fleſn. What 
is before called his once ſuffering, is here called 
e being put to death in the fleſh;” which words 
confine the Lord's ſoul ſufferings and his bodily fuf- 
© ferings both to be endured: and ended on the croſs: 
| for it was in the fleſn he ſuffered, and in the-fletb 
be was put to death: but diſembodied, or out of 


Ct.) 


the fleſh, he n never ated | at all; there is nothing 
of this in all the Bible; conſequently he never was 
in hell; for, if he had, he muſt have ſuffered more 
than once 3 once on the croſs, and once more in 
hell 5 

8 the apoſtle confines the Lord's ſuf- 
ferings and death to his human nature only. He 
ſuffered once—he was © put to death in the fleſh.” 
The body ſuffered intolerably, and the ſoul ſuffered 
in the body ; but not his divinity he was © put to 
death in the fleſh,” but not in his divine perſon, 
ſor that is an uncreated ſpirit, and hath not fleſh 
and bones as his human body had. The laſt 
Adam, the quickening Spirit, the Lord from 
heaven, could never die; BW e 1 live for ever.“ 


Deut. xXxIi. 4 
The reſurrection of Chriſt i is attributed to all the 
three perſons in the Godhead. He is ſaid to be 
* raiſed up by the glory of the Father.” He is 
allo ſaid to raiſe himſelf 1 * Deſtroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raiſe it up.” © lay down 
my life of myſelf, and J take it again.“ And by 
the Spirit it is faid to be done; „ being put to 
death in the fleſh, but quickened by the Spirit.” 
In ſhort, he was raiſed by the Father's appoint- 
ment, by his commandment, for the glory of his 
name, and by his joint power, who had received 
his ſoul, and now ſent it back again to its taber- 
nacle ; - when the Holy Ghoſt, through whom he 
had offered himſelf to 3 God, now terurned with the 
i 3.8 D 2 . Toul, 


5 day.” Doubtleſs David's foul was among the ji 


; (52 1 
- foul, and quickened the body in the tomb, animated 
| it, and filled it with life; which life the ſecond per 
ſion in the Godhead took again. But it may be ob. 
jected, if Chriſt commended his ſpirit into his Father, 
hands, and the Holy Ghoſt conveyed the ſoul in. 


mediately to the Father, and it went to hear 
+ how came the Saviour to ſay to Mary, Toud 
me not, for I am not yet aſcended to my Father? 

&c. By tha fame rule it might be aſked what Petr 
meant, when he faid for David is not aſcend 
up into heaven, for his ſepulchre is with us to th 


rits of juſt men made perfect, though his body w 
not riſen from the tomb. The ſoul of Moſes m 
ſeen in glory with Chriſt on the Mount, thou 
| God had buried his body in the country of Mat, 
| Where it is to this day. Beſides, though the d. 
viour's foul was offered to God, and was on tit 
fame day in Paradiſe, yet the body had not at tu 
time aſcended. Moreover, it was the body, mt 
i the ſoul, that Mary was going to touch. She w 
going to catch him by the feet, and worſhip hin; 
but was forbidden, as he had other buſineſs for her b 
do; which was, to tell his brethren of his reſurs; 
tion. At a more convenient time ſhe might toud 
him, and handle him too, as he commanded then 
i all to do. ce See, and handle me, that it is I ay- 
i ſell. Now it was that © Truth ſprung out of tit 
earth, when Righteouſneſs (well pleaſed) lookel 
en from. heaven.” Now did God pt 


Cay 


which 3 is good, for the holy land kad yielded 161 in- 
creaſe. His righteouſneſs goes to heaven before 
him, and ſets us in the way of his ſteps. Pal. xxxv. 
11, 12. Now was © the branch of the Lord beau- 
tiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth excel- 
lent and comely, for them that are eſcaped of Iſ- 
rael.” Ifai. iv. 2. This is the © handful of corn 
upon the tops of the mountains.” “ The moun- 
tains ſhall bring peace to the people.” Pſa. vii. 
2 3. © And the little hills rejoice on every fide.” 
Palm Iv. 12. This is © the wave ſheaf, and 
« the firſt fruits of them that ſlept;” the firſt that 
ever was raiſed to an immortal life, and the firſt that 
ever ſaw the path to eternal glory in heaven from 
the tomb. Thou wilt ſhew me the path of life; © 
in thy preſence is fulneſs of Joy at thy right hand 
are pleaſures for evermore.” Pſalm xvi. 11. 


| Theſe endleſs pleaſures at the Father's right hand 
is © the joy that was ſet before him; for which he 


ad the croſs, deſpiſing che ſhame, and is ſet 


down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
Heb. xii. 2. And here we may elearly ſee the glo- 
rious work of each perſon in the Trinity. Here jg 
the Incarnate Word laying down the life of his hu- 


manity; the Eternal Spirit, through which he of+ 
fered himſelf, attending the foul into the Father's 


hands, and quickening the body at the ſouP's return 
to it; and God the Father accepting the fin offering, 
and by the blood of the covenant ſending the priſoners 


forth from the pit, as a proof that the price was 
V3 nmneecepied. 


3 „ 
ye But I have run away from the rubies. 
cc By the Spirit he was quickened.” | 5 
And by which Spirit he went and preached to 
the ſpirits in priſon,” The ſpirits in priſon, are the 
| fouls that are now in hell ; the wicked, at their de- 
parture, from this life, are faid to go quick into 
hell, where they are gathered. together as pri 
ſoners are gathered in the pit [or dungeon]; and 
ſhall be ſhut up in the priſon, and after many days 
ſhall they be viſited.” Iſai. xxiy. 22; Here they 
are, confined, and after many days they ar are to be 
viſited; and this viſit will be when death and hel 
deliver up their dead, and both body and ſoul ap- 
pear in judgment, to receive their awful, doom, 
when they will be ſent away, body and foul, into 
everlaſting puniſhment, Their reſurrection i is a fe. 
ſurrection to damnation, But then why, or to what 
| purpoſe, ſhould the Saviour preach to theſe pri. 
ſoners, ſeeing the gulf of God's irrevocable decree 
is, fixed, ſo that none can paſs from thence to heaven? | 
and, as for the elect, they are ranſomed from the 
pit, and therefore can, never go there. Beſides 
God declares that thoſe “ that 80. down into the 
pit cannot hope for his truth, 8 Iſai. vil. 18, 
And, if no hope for truth is laid, why ſhould rruth 
be preached to the hopeleſs? 000 as they cannot 
: hope for his truth, it is clear that truth was never 
preached to 5 for Chriſt, by his Spirit, never 
preached the goſpel to them that are in hell. T he 


impriſoned fouls mentioned in the text are what 
> Peter 


„ 
Peter calls © the world of the ungodly,” that pe- 
riſhed by water; and the Spirit of Chriſt in Noah 
| (who was a preacher of righteoufneſs) preached. to 
them in the antediluvian world, while the ark was 
preparing, and »4while the long - ſuffering of God 
waited. But Peter ſays they were diſobedient; wk 


God faid, © My Spirit ſnhall not always ſtrive with ; 


man, ſeeing he is fleſh.” For which diſobedienee, 
in reſiſting and quenching the Spirit of Chriſt in 
Noah, their ſouls, or ſpirits, are now in the priſon 
of hell; to whom no goſpel has ever been preached 
ſince their impriſonment; no, nor ever will be. 
The grave cannot praiſe the Lord; death in the 
abſtract cannot celebrate Him. Iſai. XXxviii. 18. 
It remains, therefore, that the time when the Spirit 
of Chriſt ee to them was 1 0p ark 50 
preparing. 3 #8 : 

- Of two natures in Chriſt. This union ak : 
| place in the purpoſe of God from everlaſting; and 
the ſeed of the woman, the ſeed of Abraham, 
which he was to take on him, called ſometimes 
che fruit of David's body, and the fruit of his loins, 
and which was the virgin's /eed; yea, that indivi- 
dual ſeed was pitched upon, was .choſen of God, 
and appointed, in his decree, to be united to the 
word, even from all eternity. Hence he is called 
God's Elect, in whom his ſoul delighteth. In that 
eternal decree he was appointed to aſſume that 
choſen ſeed in the fulneſs of time, and in that nature 
| and was to 1 eralted to the high office of King 
Top ot 3 ene 


Ce 65 » ye? | 
Meſliah, and only Mediator. On which account 
he tells us, reſpecting his Godhead, which was in 
the boſom of the Father, « The Lord poſſeſſed 
me in the beginning of his way, before his works 
of old. But, with reſpect to the appointed union, 
and his exaltation in the human nature to the office 
of mediatorial king, he ſpeaketh to us on this wiſe, 
vas ſet up from everlaſting, from the begin- 
ning, or ever the earth was.“ Prov. viii. 22, 23. 
Which muſt reſpect the manhood, for the Godhead 
cannot be higher than it is. Thus the Father 
viewed him as future man and Mediator; and, as 
ſuch, entered into covenant with him: on which 
arcount he is called the man at his right hand 
(Phlm Ixxx. 17) before the union took place, 
Thus the dear Redeemer, as choſen, appointed, 
and ſet up, as our covenant head and glorious Me- 
diator, was viewed as man from eternity; and there- 
fore ſaid to be the Son of man that came down from 
heaven; and, on the account of his agreeing to be 
future man to redeem us, it is ſaid that he went 
forth in unparalleled love, and, in this eternal coun- 
cil, from everlaſting; as it is written, „But thou, 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among 
the thouſands of Judah, out of thee ſhall he come 
forth. unto me that is to be Ruler in Iſrael; whoſe 
goings forth have been fram of old, from the days 
of eternity.” Mic. v. 2, On account of this de- 
cree of God, and the covenant made, and the of- 
fice to which the Saviour was appointed, he tells us 


- 
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that his love to the choſen, who were given to kim | 
in eternity, who were to be created by him in time, 
and who would be ruined by the fall fay his love 
to them was ſuch, that, at the creation, while the | 
terraqueous globe was framing, he was then © re-_ 
joicing in the habitable parts of his earth, and his 
delights were with the ſons of men. Prov. viii. 
31. When at that time the earth was not inha- 
bited, nor had the children of men any exiſtence. 
but in the decree and purpoſe of God. 
Furthermore, the Father fixed an eternal love 


upon the future ſced appointed to be united to the 


word; and, having choſen that ſeed, and appointed 
it to this future union, he choſe an innumerable 
company of the children of men in him, called the 
cle; and gave them 70 him; united them with 
him, and loved them with an eternal love in him; 
and this is called his good will to them, and the 
thoughts of his heart, which ſtand faſt to a thouſand 
generations. Thus © he that ſanctifieth, and they 
that are ſanctified, are both of one”—of one God, 
and of one Father. © I aſcend to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.“ A 
In the fulneſs of time the eternal word aſſumed the 
appointed ſeed, the child was born to us, and to us 
a ſon was given, And row was fulfilled the ancient 
prophecy ; © And their noble one,” (for that is the 
right reading) “ ſhall be of themſelves, and their 
governor ſhall proceed from the midſt of them, and 
r he ſhall ap- 


proach 
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proach unto me: for who is this that engageth his 
heart to approach unto me? Gaith Jehovah. @ Jer. 
XXX. 21. Mark, the noble ans is by Chriſt applied 
to himſelf, and is called a certain, ' nobleman WhO 
went to receive a kingdom. Luke n 1 2. Thus 
God performed the good thing promiſed to the 
houſe of Iſrael, by ſending his own Son 1 in the like- 
neſs of ſinful fleſh, and who Was cc God manifeſt in £ 
the fleſh.” Oy 
From the union that took place berween the di- 
| vine perſon of the Son of God, and the woman s ſeed 
in the virgin's womb, by incarnation, 'and which 
union continued chroughout the Saviour's life, which 
ſubſiſted alſo undiſſolved in death, and which will 
continue to all eternity, for i in it he is a prieft of an 
5 everlaſting prieſthood, . and king of an everlaſting! 
kingdom; from this union, I fay, ſprings all the 
invaluable and intrinſic merit of the SOD He 
_ thought it no robbery to be equal with God when 
|— he took on him the form of a ant; hence 
ſprings the dignity of an everlaſting righteouſhels,” 
He was God's Fellow when he was mitten upon the 
croſs, and therefore perfected for ever all that 
are ſanctified. He was the Prince of Life when 
he died; and ſo © the author of eternal falvation 1 to 
all that obey 3 . nc 
As to the buman nature, it was entirely free from 
al original ſin, nor did i it ever contract any fin. It 
Vas filled with every grace in perfection; grace \ was 
pare into his lips, and an eternal bleſſing v was on 
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kim the Holy Ghoſt, with all his gifts, and in OY 
his fulneſs, was on the manhood, and abode upon 
it; and that holy thing was in union with the eternal 
IAM. This is the Chriſt of God, the foundation 
that he has laid in Zion, and the darling of every. 
believing ſoul. And without this union it is not 
eaſy to conceive how God and man, at an infinite 
diſtance, could ever come together, ſo as for man 
to have © fellowſhip with the Father.” But «God 
| was manifeſt in the fleſh” And this is the great 
myſtery of godlineſs, which the heavens: have re- 
vealed to men, and is the fountain of all the godli- 
_ neſs that ever was, or ever will be, revealed in 
men. All religion, that is not received from the 
fulneſs of Chriſt, is nothing but a Thew, a form of 
godlineſs without the porter; which renders the per- 
former, in the ſight of God, no more than a hypo- 
crite, or a wolf in ſheep's clothing. For, as God 
appointed the union between the two natures of 
Chriſt in eternity, and likewiſe the union between 
Chriſt and his ſeed, ſo from eternity he predeſti- 
nated them to be conformed, in time, to the image 
of his Son. Hence, when he ſent him forth, it was 
to gather together in him the ¶ predeſtinated] chil - 
dren of God that were ſcattered abroad. He was 
lifted up upon the croſs to draw all theſe men unto 
him; he was exhibited as the promiſed Shiloh, to 
whom the gathering of the people was to be; and 
exalted to the right hand of God, that we might be 


called to the felowſhip of him, and, by Wc 
tion, 


Li 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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tion of the Hay ws of promiſe, be Joined to 


him, and made one ſpirit with him, and fo 


have © our affections ſet at the right hand of God 


where Chriſt ſitteth.” Chriſt being the fountain of 


all godlineſs, all fulneſs dwelling in him, fo out of 
his fulneſs all grace muſt be received, and be con- 


tinually derived from him, by virtue of union with 
him; of which union I intend now to ſpeak. 
And, firſt, there are many things which the 


Spirit of God performs in the elect ſinner before 
this eternal union can take place, ſo as to be ma- 


nifeſted, known, felt, and enjoyed, in time. And, 
firſt, the poor ſinner is naturally proud, and God 
beholds the proud afar off. The ſoul being by 
pride at a diſtance from God, ſhews the need of 
humbling grace; for God ſays he will dwell with the 


Humble and the contrite ſpirit. 
- 2. All men are by nature unbelievers. God has 


concluded all men in unbelief; and an evil heart of 
unbelief is called a departing from the living God, 


 - Hence appears the need of a work of faith an the 
foul; and faith is God's work. _ \ 


3. The finner's carnal mind. is enmity int 
God; not ſubject to his law, nor can be; which 
ſhews the need of a powerful ate of * 


word of reconciliation. © | | 


4. The will is biaſſed wholly to evil, as appears 


by the following parable: Son, go work te 
day in my vineyard ; but he anſwered and ſaid, I 
will not.” But Oranipotence bows the will, and 


evan ngelical 


evangelical repentance makes the ſinner willing. 

Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of my 
power; which the parable explains, by ning, 

e but afterwards he repented and went. N 

5. The ſinner is by nature whole hearted; ec and 
the whole do not need the phyſician, but them that 
are ſick.“ This ſhews the need of a wounded 
ſpirit. Chriſt was ſent © to bind up the broken 
| hearted, » and to heal that which was ſick. „ 
6. It is fin that ſeparates between God and the 
foul; which ſhews the need of pardon, before God 
and the ſinner can come together. © He ſhall 
give them the knowledge of ſalvation * the for- 
giveneſs of fins.” | 
J. The ſinner's ways are not t God's s ways, nor his 
thoughts God's thoughts; which ſhews the neceſ- 
ſity of being turned into God's ways, and of having 
the thoughts of the heart changed, before this 
union can take place. © Can two walk together 
except they be agreed?” 

The ſinner muſt be — a come to 
the Saviour poor in ſpirit, and with a ſpiritual ap- 


petite, before he can cloſe in with the Lord; for he 


ce filleth the hungry ee things, unn 
the rich empty away.“ 

9. The ſinner is wiſe in his own conceit, b 
| God takes the wiſe in their own craftineſs. This 
ſhews the need of being convinced. of our igno- 
france. If any man will be wiſe, let him be- 

Tome 2 fool that he may be wiſe;” for © God 
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hath choſen the nobſh, of this world to confound 
Be the wiſe,” 
10. The ſinner muſt be ſenſible of his own 
a « Strong men ſhall utterly fall; but 
| God © giveth power to the faint, and to them that 
have no might he increaſeth ſtrength.” 
11. A teachable temper, and a ſoftened ſpirit, 1s 
required in the ſinner that is brought near to the 
great prophet of the church; for all God's children 
hall be taught of him. But it is the meek that he 
will guide in judgment, the meek will he teach his 
75 Way. TO - | , 5 : 
12. The. carnal mind muſt be renewed, and 
weaned from its natural worldly mindedneſs; for 
« to be carnally minded is death; but the ſoul that 
is brought into this union muſt © © haye the mind of 
- Chriſt.” 
13. There muſt be-a feeling ſenſe of condem- 
nation for the want of righteouſneſs. . God juſtifies 
the ungodly. The beſt robe will never be thank- 
fully received, till the ſinner is convinced of his 
own nakedneſs. Chriſt receives his ſpouſe i in the 
wedding garment that he has provided ; ; it is them 
that hunger and thirſt after. righteouſneſs that ſhall 
be filled. | 
134. There can be no union between perſons, un- 
leſs there be ſome knowledge of each other, either 
— by perſonal interview or by report. And ſo in this 
| hy union. They ſhall al: know. me from the leaſt of 


them to the greateſt of them; and this is done by 
| believing 


On 

| believing the goſpel report, and by the maniſeſta- 

tion of Chriſt to the ſoul, © I will manifeſt my- 
ſelf to them which thou haſt given me out of the 

wer” > 

15. There muſt be mutual affections where there 
is real union. Enemies can never find unity of the 
ſpirit; for this God has made proviſion alſo. “ I 
have loved thee with an everlaſting love, and there- 
fore with loving kindneſs have I drawn thee.” 

The different impreſſions and motions of the 
ſoul under the influence of the ever bleſſed Spirit, 
in bringing about and affecting this union, are 
_ three; divine ſenſations, heaverily motions, and ſu- 
| pernatural affections. Divine ſenſations give the 
firſt ſpring. Inward troubles about ſalvation render 
every human comforter a phyſician of no value; 
this, under the Spirit's influence, drives the thoughts 
from earth to heaven. © T thought upon God and 

was troubled. 5 | 
| 2. Earneſt anxiety, which is divine motion as in- 
| ward trouble abounds. With my ſoul have I 
| deſired thee in the night, yea, with my ſpirit within 

me will I ſeek thee early.” 

1 longing eye fixed, and affections going out 

after him, in whom help is expected. A man 

mall look to his Maker, and have reſpect to the Holy 

One of Iſrael.“ 

. 4. A feeble confidence of ſucceeding i in the car- 

- neſt purſuit. 4 1 will ariſe, and go to my Father.“ 

- And we know that © he — cometh to God muſt 
7 beliove 
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nn nd dit he is a rewarder of them 
dat diligently ſeek him.“ 1 
* 5. A real ſenſe of the need of a e 
power to incline the heart. Turn thou me, and 
1 ſhall be turned.” 
1 6. A ſenſe of natural reluctance, and of the need 
| of divine attraction. Draw me, and we will run 
. after thee,” _ 
| 7. The inſufficiency of all 3 aid, © All 
refuge failed me; no man cared for my ſoul ; then 
I ſaid, thou art my falvation.” 
8. A cutting diſappointment in all ek fac: 
cour. All is vanity and vexation of ſoul; then 
better relief is ſought. © As the heart panteth after 
the water brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, 


O God.” 
I now come to touch upon the ſcriptural deſerip- 


tion of this ever bleſſed union; and, firſt, it i 
compared to the union that ſubſiſts between the 
foundation of a building and its ſuperſtructure. 
&« No other foundation can any man lay than that 


- which is laid, which is Chriſt Jeſus; and ye, as 


lively ſtones, are built up a ſpiritual houſe, that 
ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him that hath 
called vou out of darkneſs into his marvellous light.” 
This union between a foundation and building is a 


_— ſupportive union, and ſhews how all the intolerable 


load was laid on the Saviour. The foundation i is 


chat which bears the burden of the whole fabric. 


And inderd the Saviour of men bore the whole 
ag RE the 


\ 
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5 weight of our ſins, the weight of God's nd, of 
the law's requirements, of the infinite demands of 
juſtice, and of our infirmities alſo; yea, himſelf 
took our ſickneſſes; and ever ſince the government 
of his kingdom has ſtood upon his ſhoulders ; 
while all the cares of his family, and all their 
burdens, all their infirmities, together with all their 
failings, ſhort comings, imperfections, and backſlid- 
ings, have been caſt upon him. Thou haſt made 


me to ſerve with thy ſins, thou haſt wearied me 


with thine iniquities.” And what follows? < J, 
even I, am he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions, 
for mine own ſake, and will not remember thy 
ſins,” Ifaiah xliii. 25. Hence we ſee how every 
part of the weight of the whole building of mercy, 
in the ancient purpoſe of God, in the execution of 
that purpoſe, in the adminiſtrations of grace, in the 
reception of the ſaints, and in bearing them witli 
all their helpleſsneſs all their days, was laid upon 
Chriſt, as it is written, I am he that bear thee 
from the belly, yea, from the womb and to your 
old age I am he; and even to hoary hairs will 1 
carry you.” This foundation bore every part of 
the load, even from the ancient ſettlements in eter- 
| nity to the delivering up the kingdom to the Father 
in everlaſting glory. Hence he is called “ a tried 
ſtone, a ſure foundation, elect and precious; and 
to them that believe he is precious indeed. = 55 
This union is compared to the union that ſubſiſts 


beween the head and the members of the human 


„ 

body. The diſcerning Chriſtian is called the qe, the 
attentive and careful ſoul the ear, the diligent ſaint 
the foot, the communicative ſaint the mouth, the /a- 
* voury ſaint the noſe, the liberal ſoul the hand. Each 
of theſe are the particular members of Chriſt, and 
che whole collectively are his myſtical body. For 
the body is not one member, but many. If the 
foot ſhall ſay, becauſe J am not the hand, I am not 
of the body; is it therefore not of the body? And, 
if the ear ſhall ſay, becauſe I am not the eye, I am 
not of the body; is it therefore not of the body ? 
If the whole body were an eye, where were the 
hearing ? If the whole body were. an ear, where 
were the ſeeing? And, if the whole were hearing, 
where were the ſmelling ? But now God hath ſer the 
members every one of them in the body, as it hath 
| pleaſed him. Now ye are the body of Chriſt, and 
members in particular; and God hath ſet fome in 
the church —firſt, apoſtles; ; ſecondarily, prophets; ; 
_ thirdly, teachers; after that, miracles; then giſts 
of healing, helps, governments, diverſities of 
tongues,” & c. 1 Cor. xii, Here Paul ſhews that 
every member hath his particular grace and gifts. 
One is an apoſtle, to lay the foundation; another a 

Phet, which is an eye, to ſee what is coming on 
in the world; then teachers, to communicate what 
they have received; then miracles, which are 
wonders performed by the Saviour in anſwer to 
prayer; then giſts of healing, which is ſtretehing 


5 ping the Lord's hand _ the prayer of the righ- 
x teous 
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teous prevails; then helps every member, by his 
walk, by his converſation, by his experience, by his 
ſimpathy with the afflicted, by his prayers; or by 
his liberality, is a help in this myſtical body; then 
governments—mothers in Iſrael are governeſſes to 
the young female converts; to teach the young wo- 
men to be ſober, chaſte, keepers at home. The 
fathers in the church give their cautions and coun- 
ſels to the young men in faith. Deacons are over 
the poor; the miniſter; he rules by the word and 
doctrine ; while each living member of the whole 
body, by the hand of faith, holds the head; which 
influences and directs the whole body; from which 
head all the body, by being of one mind, of ont 
judgment, one faith, one hope; and one ſpirit; are 
joined together; and, by the bands of mutual af- 
fection, ſpiritual unity, and of goſpel peace, having 
nouriſhment miniſtered from the head to each mem- 
ber; and from one member to another through the 
compacting joints, that Knits all the members of 
the body . together, the whole body increaſes | in 
number, and in ſtrength, with the increaſe of God. 
2 Col. xix. The neck, with its joints and ſinews, 
that holds this glorious head and myſtical body toge- 
ther; are the ſelf . moving love of God; his eternal 
decree, and the bond of the covenant; which for 
ever keep this body and the head in union; while 
the divine veracity, brought to light by the goſpel, 
lays a ſolid foundation for the fulleſt aſſurance of 
faith, © Whom he did foreknow them he did pre- 
| E 2 __ +=». deſtinate, 
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deſtinate, and whom he predeſtinated them he 
called, and whom he called them he juſtified, and 
whom he juſtified them he alſo glorified.” This is 
the good will of God in Chriſt Jeſus, revealed to us, 
and by the Spirit of God wrought in us; and this is 
Zion's only ſecurity, which: makes the glorious in- 
heritance ſure to all the ſeed; and the church that 
has an experimental knowledge of theſe things, that | 
has experienced the application and power of them, 
and taſted the ſweetneſs and felt the enjoyment of 
them, and who by the eye of faith ſees them, and 
in love holds them faſt, is the Lord's delightful 
ſpouſe indeed. Thou haſt raviſhed my heart 
with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy 
neck.“ Song iv. 9. This union is farther * | 
forth by | 
The union that ſubſiſts | # — the vine * it 
branches. ] am the vine, ye are the branches,” 
There i is nothing more fruitful than a vine. There 
is nothing that 'can be cal led word that i is ſo weak, 
and yet there is no roct in the earth that contains ſo 
much life, ſap, and nouriſhment, as the root of a 
vine; nor is there any laut that is productive of fo 
much generous liquor, nor any thing that can pro- 
duce any thing ftronger, if it be diſtilled. — Witneſs 
ſpirits of wine. And ſo in this union, Who could 
ever have thought that ſuch great things ſhould 
have. been e bed. by che Saviour, when. he 
3 appeared 1 in the world 2 poser and needy man, a worn, 
; and ae, the defp Yed * the People, and crucified 
5 p through 
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through weakneſs ? This was David's Hpring; but 
David's root was hid in David's branch; and in that 
ever bleſſed root is the natural life of all mankind, 
the life of angels, and the eternal life of all the 
choſen millions. © In him we all live, and move, 
and have our being; and from him the bleſſing of 
eternal life as received by all that believe; and from 
him the new wine of the kingdom is poured forth, 
the wine of eternal love, which is ſtrong as death; 
and whoever drinks thereof forgets his poverty, and 
remembers his miſery no more. Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itſelf, except it abide in the vine, no more can you, 
except ye abide in me.” To abide ſenſibly in him, 
is to ſtand by faith in his ſtrength, to have the mind 
ſwaddled with his truth, to ſhine in his light, to 
enjoy his countenance, to feel his power, to find the 
heart enlarged by a ſenſe of his love, to obſerve his 
goings and comings, to bemoan his abſence, to be 
entertained* with his viſits, and to ſtand faſt in the 
liberty wherewith he has made us free; and not to 
be entangled in the traps of error, in the fervitude 
of ſin, nor with the yoke of legal bondage. Some- 
times the branches of a vine are without leaves, and 
without fruit; but the branch that is in the vine {till 
has life in its root, in which life lies both the leaves 
and the fruit, and nothing is wanted but the ſun to 
bring them forth. So the child of God, through ſlips 
and falls, often loſes the external verdure of his pro- 
teſſion; at which times faith is languid, love cold, 
| CC - patience 
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_ patience in a decaying ſtate, hope at a low ebb, zeal 
abated, and all joy apparentlygone. But Chriſt ſhines, 
and revives his work, communicates refreſhings from 
His preſence, the wind blows afreſh upon the garden, 
and the beloved is once more invited to eat his own 
pleaſant fruits. But, © if a man abide not in me, he 
is caſt forth as a branch, and is withered, and men 
gather them and caſt them into the fire, and they 
are burned.” + A man may be i in Chriſt profeſſionaly, 
but not ſpiritually. There are Chriſtians in name 
5 and ſhew, and there are Chriſtians in ſpirit and prin- 
ciple, He that i is in Chriſt only by profeſſion and 
confeſſion, by head knowledge, by gifts, by. zeal, 
by fluſhes of joy, ſpringing up from the ſtirrings 
and motions of natural affections, is ſure never to 
1 abide, for want of c. deepneſs of earth,” or a broken 
- heart; for want of moiſture or the vell-ſpring of 
divine life; and for the want of te root in them- 
ſelves,” which is the love of God ſhed abroad in 
the heart. Such are caſt forth by the church, either 
for their open profanity, or elſe for their damnable he- 
reſies which they embrace, and hy which they are dil- 
overed, and for which they are caſt forth, as a branch 
is pruned or cut off; and ſoon they are withered, 
Their j joy, zeal, and firſt knowledge, all wither to- 
gether, and men gather them; impoſtors, heretics, 
| cam hypocrites, or worldlings, gather them 


nta their company, and unto their aſſembly; and 
che end of them is to be burned, body and foul, in 
* Fr This union Ark Fe forch by. 

i Ti 
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The union that ſubſiſts between the ba ad 
the wife; which union exhibits the oneneſs of na- 
ture between Chriſt and his church. The human 
nature of Chriſt, which was Abraham's ſeed, the 
fruit of David's loins, the fruit of his body, the 

ſeed of the virgin, which was made of a woman, 
made and prepared of the ſubſtance of her body, 
and which is a part of the children's fleſh and blood, 
which the Lord took, and of the ſame fleſh and 
blood, for the b ſay he took part of the 
fame. Heb. ii. 14. This aſſumption of human 
nature, I ſay, by meartutive: ſhews the oneneſs of 
fleſh between Chriſt and his ſpouſe. He is clothed 
with a part of the children's fleſh and blood, 
Hence we are ſaid to be © members of his body, 
of his fleſh, and of his bones; Eph, v. 30; and 
* no more twain, but they two ſhall be one fleſh.” 
But, if Loud's notion be true, they are not one 
fleſh; for he ſays the Saviour's fleſh was made 
of deity, but ours was made of earth; conſe- 
quently, he cannot be faid to be of our fleſh, and 
one fleſh with us; but the Spirit ſays we are one 
| fleſh. © This is a great myſtery ; but I ſpeak con- | 
cerning Chriſt and the church.” Eph, v. 31, 32. 
Furthermore, He that is joined to the Lord is 
one Spirit.” 1 Cor. vi. 17. All the elect are 
made partakers of the Spirit of Chriſt, © If any 
man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
his.” The whole fulneſs of the Spirit is without 
meaſure in the Saviour ; and the ſame Spirit operates 
ec E 4 SEE. and 
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and dwells | in all the ſaints, whoſe the are temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt. And, under the ſweet influ- 
ence of the Spirit of love, our glorious and eternal 
union with the Saviour is manifeſted to the elect 
ſinner ; for by the Spirit God calls us to the fellow- 
ſhip of his Son; and, when once the poor ſinner 
feels Chriſt's love operating in him, and all his af- 
ſections ſtirred up and going out after him, then he 
paſſes into the bond of the covenant, into the joy 
of the Lord, and into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God; he enters into his reſt, and reſts from 
all his burdens, and from all his legal and dead 
works; and ſays for himſelf, „My beloved is 
mine, and I am his; while mutual affections, the 
bond of all perfectneſs, makes the union fo clear, ſo 
cloſe, ſo ſweet, that they underſtand what he means 
when he ſays, Believe that Iam in you and you 
in me;” and again, I am come into my garden, 
ry ſiſter, my Foul. „ 
This union, being compared to chat which ſub. 
| fiſts between the foundation and the building, ſhews 
us where all the weight of our fins, and the ſuf- 
ferings due to us, were laid ; and where the ſin- 
burdened, ſoul-ſinking, and ſelf. -deſpairing ſinner 


> finds his reſting place, when he 1s brought out of 


the horrible pit, and lead to the rock that is higher 
than he; where he caſts all his burdens and his 
cares, and where he finds his heatt fixed on a firm 
baſis, againſt which the gates 9275 hell ſhall never 


prevall 
; This 


( 

＋ his union being repreſented by the neck; which 
joins the body to the head, and which head contrives 
and ſchemes for the welfare of every member of the 
body, is to ſet forth to us the union of the members 
among themſelves; and how the head, Chriſt, in 
union with the body, guides, directs, influences, and 
actuates, the whole myſtical body, © The wiſe 
man's eyes are in his [covenant] head.” © The way 
of man is not in himſelf.” © Tr is not in man that 
walks to direct his ſteps.” - © Be not like an horſe 
or mule, which have no underſtanding, and I will 
guide thee with mine eye,” faith the Lord. And 
indeed the Lord contrives, and provides, for every 
member of the whole body. Healing and health, 
food and phyſic, are all in him, and of him. © I 
am the Lord that healeth thee.” Yea, the health 
of our countenance and our God. © I am the bread 
of life.” And it is he that purged our fins by his 
own blood. The wandering member he brings 
back, the weak he carries, the ewe with young he 
gently leads, the blind he illuminates, the dead he 
| quickens, the cold he inflames, and pans in all both - 

to will and to do, 

This union being reprinted by the vine and its 
branches, ſhews the root in which our life lies, 
where it is hid, and the way in which it is commu- 
nicated to us. And, as the vine branch, which 
often appears without leaves or fruit, has life ſtill in 
its root, ſo had the ele& life given them in Chriſt 


J lug before the world began, though they are by 
nature 
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nature. the ch dren of wrath even as others, and dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins, till e * the Lord of 
kie and glory. 
Furthermore, the vine, contrary to moſt — 
never bears fruit in the old wood; the new branch, 
and its new fruit in the branch, both ſpring toge- 
ther. If no life be communicated, there is no new 
branch; and, if no new branch, no fruit. So old 
nature can never bring forth fruit unto God. The 
new and living principle, the new man of grace, 
muſt be formed in the ſoul before fruit can be ex- 
pected. No man can gather grapes of thorns, nor 
figs of thiſtles. In Chriſt is our fruit found; the 
new man of grace comes from Chriſt's fulneſs of 
grace; the Holy Ghoſt operates, and produces his 
own fruits, which are called the graces, or fruits, of 
the Spirit; and from the tuition of grace we learn 
to deny ungodlinęſs and worldly luſt, and to live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in the world; and 
from the operations of grace all good works pro- 
ceed. I laboured more abundantly than they all; 
yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.” 
Moreover, as the new branch of the vine, the new 
cluſter, and the leaves, all lie in the life, which! is in the 
root of the vine, ſo our new man, new fruit, and the 
verdant leaves of our holy profeſſion, are all derived 
from Chriſt, who is our life and our holy root; and 
on which account, though at times we appear wi- 
thered in our profeſſion, and barren in our ſouls, yet, 
by virtue of our. union with him, in him our leaf 


ſhall 
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ſhall 1 green, our leaf, in him, ſhall not wither, nor 
| ſhall we entirely ceaſe from yielding fruit; yea, 
te they ſhall bring forth fruit in old age, to ſhew . 
that the Lord is upright,” or righteous, or faithful, 
in giving to us, according to his covenant * 
miſe, the bleſſing of eternal life. 
But again; as the liſe of the branch, the but, 
and the leaf, all lie in the ſap, which is the life of 
the vine, and in Which it is ſecured and hid as in its 
root; and which life is drawn forth, and the branch, 
fruit, and leaf, are all ſer in a working motion by the 
warm enlivening rays of the ſun ; even ſo, when the 
ſun of righteouſneſs ariſes with healing in his beams, 
the barren deſert becomes a fruitful field; and the 
degenerate Plant of a ſtrange vine appears with all its 
filverlings, and with all its bleſſed cluſters, 
This union being ſet forth by that which ſubſiſts 
between the man and his wife, not only exhibits the 
oneneſs of fleſh and blood, and the oneneſs of ſpirit, 
between Chriſt and his church; but it ſets forth the 
church's ſhare in all the dignity, honour, wealth, and 
majeſty, of her huſband. The wife is not only one 
- fleſh with her huſband, but is likewiſe partner with 
him i in every thing he has; and ſhe will take care 
to let him know it, and will claim it, being taken 
te to have and to hold, ſor better for worſe, for 
richer for poorer, in ſickneſs and in health.” And 
ſo j IS this union. Chriſt is the bridegroom, ſhe the 
bride; he is the huſband, ſhe the wife; he is the 
1 king, ſhe the queen; he the king s ſon, ſhe the 
6 1 daughter 
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daughter of the Lord God Almighty ; he is a prince, 
the the princeſs; he is the lord, ſhe is the elect 
lady. But they not only ſhare in titles, in dignity, 
konour, and majeſty, but in perſonal property allo. 
She is to wear a crown, and to fit on his throne ; ; 
ſhe ſhares in his word, in his grace, in his mercy, in 
his ſpirit, in his kingdom, and in his glory, being an 
Heir of God and a joint heir with Chriſt. She muſt 
alſo ſhare in his ſufferings; ſhe muſt drink of his 
cup, bear his croſs, be planted together in the like- 
neſs of his death, partake of the afflictions of the 
goſpel, loſe all her reputation, and be hated of all 
men for his name ſake. And in doing this he com- 
forts her in all her tribulations that ſhe endures ; 
makes her bed in her ſickneſs, when ſhe cannot make 
it herſelf; ſupports her on the bed of languiſhing, 
that ſhe may not faint or be ſtrangled; ſupplies 
her wants, that ſne may not be compelled to get out 
before ſhe is able. He is touched with the feeling 
of her infirmities, and nurſes her tenderly; ſuccours 
her under temptations, that ſne may not faint; makes 
a way for her eſcape, that ſne may not be impriſoned; 
ſympathiſes with her, by deſcribing her caſe, and pi- 
tying her. In all our afflictions he is afflicted; he 
calls every cruel touch of her, a touch of the apple 
of his eye; and pronounces an awful and eternal 
woe to all that offend the leaſt part of her, or the 
wy member in her. , 3 
This union is further ſet forth by the art Fr in- 


patty” F ors, if thou wert cut out of the olive 
. we, 
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free; which is wild by nature, and wert grafted, 
contrary to nature, into a good olive tree, and par- 
takeſt of the root and fatneſs of the olive tree, boaſt 
not againſt the natural branches; © but, if thou boaſt, 
thou beareſt not the root, but the root thee.” 
Rom. xi. 17, 18. This ingrafting is ſaid to be con- 
trary to nature. The natural way of grafting is to 
take a ſcion out of a good tree, which produces 
good fruit, and to graft it into a wild ſtock, the 
- wood of which, being reduced to its natural ſtandard, 
as it can ſink no lower, will ſtand better, and endure 
longer in the earth, than the wood of a good tree, 
could a ſtock of ſuch wood be procured. But our 
ingraftiture is contrary to nature; for we are wild 
olive branches, cut out of a wild olive tree, which is 
by nature 'wild, and are ingrafted into a good olive 
tree, ſo as to partake of the goodneſs and fatneſs of 
the good tree; which wonderful ingrafting muſt in 
the end purge out all the wild nature of ſuch a wild 
branch: and this is done in part at the ſinner's con- 
verſion, by implanting a principle of grace in the 
heart; and will be effectuall/ accompliſhed when 
our mortal bodies ſhall put on immortality, and theſe 
corruptible bodies ſhall have put on incorruption; 
for then mortality, with all its wildneſs, ſhall be 
ſwallowed up of life, and immortality be all in all. 
This myſtical union is ſet forth by the union be- 
tween kings and their ſubjects. The king rules 
over his ſubjects, gives laws to them, demands tri- 
butes of them, and commands obedience ta him. 
| _ Ren 
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Hence Chriſt is called the king of ſaints; hop his 
righteous ſceptre he rules in the midſt of Jeru- 
ſalem; the iſles wait for his laws; and all the elect 
are made obedient to his will, and carry their tri- 
butes of praiſe and thankſgiving to him. They 
kiſs the Son, ſet as king on Zion's holy hill; put 
their truſt under his ſhadow; and all that have felt 
the power of his ſceptre agree in their petitions, that 
this olive tree would ever reign in and over their 


hearts, ſo as to ſubdue fin, dethrone ns and ever 


fit as ſupreme in all their affeftions. ' 
_ © Moreover, this union is ſet forth by that which 

ſubſiſts between the father and his. children. The 
father loves and provides for his offspring, ſees to 
their education, and endeavours to lay up ſome- 
thing for them. So Chrift is the everlaſting Fa- 
ther; the elect are his ſeed ; he gives them eternal 
life, and the promiſe of the life that now is. All 
his children are taught of him ; they are trained up 
in the nurture and admonition -of the Lord ; and it 
is not yet known what that goodneſs is that he has 
laid up for them that truſt in him before the ſons of 
men. I come now to treat of the bleſſed effects of 
this stel union. 

And, firſt, perſons in ol union are diveſted: of 

all prejudice to, and have a mutual affection for, 
each other. And fo the ſinner is ſweetly reconciled 
to his reconciling Lord, and loves him above ever 
object in heaven above or in the earth beneath. 
«Whom have I heaven but thee, nor is there any 
5 5 | upon. 
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P earth that 1 deſire in perlen of thee”! 
Chriſt and his church, in union, deal with each other 
as real friends; they are well-wiſhers to each'other's 
ſtate, to their welfare, their family, and all that they 
have. And ſo ſouls in union with Chriſt wiſh well 
to Zion, to her watchmen, and defire the univerſal 
ſpread of the goſpel, the falvation of the elect, and 
that Chriſt may be glorified in and by them all. 
_ - Chriſt deals not with thoſe who are in union with 
him as he does with bond ſervants and hypocrites. 
« The ſervant knows not what his Lord doth,” 
nor does Chrift take into his privy council the trea- 
cherous heart. He did not commit himſelf to 
them, becauſe he knew all men, and needed not. 
that any ſhould teſtify of men, for he knew what 
was in man.” But to his own elect he reveals all 
his heart. * Henceforth I call you not ſervants, but 
friends, for all things that I have heard of the Fa- 
ther I have made known unto you.“ Yea, “ the 
ſecret of the Lord 1s with them that ſoap! him, and 
he will ſnew them his covenant.” But theſe things 
are hid from the wiſe and prudent, for none of 150 
wicked ſhall underſtand. 
None but the elect, in friendſhip with the Lord, 
are admitted to his banquets of wine, or to the 
feaſts of fat things on Zion's holy mountain. The 
marriage feaſts, the feaſts of tabernacles, the feaſt of 
harveſt, and the feaſt of the paſſover, are all for Iſ- 
_ raelites. The enemy, the ſophiſt, the bond flave, 


_ the hypocrite, are no more than lookers on at 
theſe 
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E 
theſe entertalnments; who envy every ſmiling cout 
tenance, are provoked at every contrite heart, and 
filed: with infernal jealouſy at every quiet ſpirit, at 
every penetential tear, at every rapture of joy, at 


every expreſſion of thankfulneſs; and inwardly 


grudge every token for good, every ſavoury morſel, 
every drop of honey, and every ſweet word, that 


ſavours of truth, peace, and righteouſneſs ; but, not- 


withſtanding all their grudging and diſſatisfaction, the 
kind invitation and hearty welcome reaches to all the 
friends of the bridegroom, and none elſe, © Eat, 
O friends; drink, N drink en, O be- 


loved. 55 


Perſons who are in union 1 * 5 find 


5 N in every time of trouble; While the worlding, | 


when his earthly. god is gone, and the hypocrite, 
when his ſandy foundation and vain confidence give 
way, are obliged to fly (like Judas) to a dumb dog, 
or go (like Saul) to the witch of Endor, or (like 


Demas) to the world, or (like Ahithophel) to the 


halter, or (like: Alexander) to the blaſphemers of 


Chriſt, or (like the ſons of Sceva the Jew) into 


the madneſs or diſtraction of Satan, or elſe (like 
the fooliſh virgins) to buy oil of the wiſe when fear- 
fulneſs ſurpriſes. the hypocrites; but Zion comes 
up out of the wilderneſs, leaning upon her beloved, 


_ whole: ſtrength is made perfect in her weakneſs, 
Zion ſhall never be moved; God is in the 
midſt of Hers God. ſhall help aire, and chat nichr 


early.” 


— 8 . 
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The hypocrite may walk with the rightecüs, as 


Ahithophel walked with David, to the houſe of 


God in company; and ſuch may go to and fro to 
the place of the holy, and be “ forgotten in the 
city where they had ſo done.” But Zion, like 


Enoch and Noah; walks with God; ſhe ſhall never 
be forgotten. The go ſhall be had in erer | 


laſting remembrance.“ 


The believer knows that the government of both 


the church and the world is laid upon Chriſt's 


ſhoulders, who lends his friendly aid to thoſe that 


truſt in him in every time of need; and; when they 


are preſſed beyond meaſure, inſdmuch that they 
deſpair even of life; they have © the ſentence of 


death in themſelves, that they ſhould not truſt in 
themſelves, - but in God who raiſeth the dead.” 


Such ſouls caſt their burdens on the Lord, * | 
pour out their ſoul before him, who - © gives 


power to the faint, and to them that have no might 


he increaſeth ſtrerigth.” Thus, when two walk to- . 
gether, if one fall the other © will lift up his fel- 
low; but woe to him that is alone when he falleth, 


for he hatli not another to lift him up.” 


Furthermore, the ſoul that is in union ai the 
Saviour is often alarmed, warned, and previouſly cau- _ 


tioned, of approaching dangers, while the judgments 


of God are far above out of the ſight of the wicked. 
« A wiſe mian diſcerris both time and judgment, he 


foreſres the evil, and hides himſelf; when the 
wicked * on, and are puniſhed,” When he the 
| 5 5 Comforter 
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Comforter is come, he will guide you into all truth, 
and he ſhall ſhew you things to come ;* but the 
wicked cry, © Peace and lafery,” when ſudden de- 
ſtruction cometh. 
Souls in union with Chriſt daily correſpond with 
each other. They talk to him in confeſſion, in 
prayer, in praiſes, in meditation, and in thankſ- 
giving; and he talks to them in his word, upon 
their hearts, in providences, by the croſs, by in- 
ternal changes of heart, or by ſome evident token 
for good. But the bond child and the hypocrite - 
have no familiarity with Chriſt, no acceſs to him, 
nor intercourſe with him. All their talk is not to 
God, but to be heard of men; to ſeek honour 
from them, and to ſet themſelves up in the affec- 
tions of the ſimple, as rivals to God; which is a 
prelude to their ruin; for they that exalt themſelves 
ſhall be abaſed, but thoſe that * themſelyes 
ſhall be exalted. | 4 
The ſoul that is in union and filndihip with 
Chriſt cannot bear any diſtance, coldneſs, frown, 
ſhyneſs, or controverſy, with him. This is worſe 
to them than death itſelf, eſteeming his favour - 
better than life, and the words of his mouth more 
© than their neceſſary food; hence the following com- 
plaints— Why hideſt thou thy face from me?“ 
e Shew me the reaſon wherefore thou contendeſt 
with me.” © The Lord hath forfaken me, and 
my God hath forgotten me.” „ The Comforter, 
that ſhould relieve wy foul, is far from me. 0 
| Lord, 
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Lord, why ſhouldeſt thou be as a man e a 
why ſhouldeſt thou be as a wayfaring man that turneth 
aſide and tarrieth but for a night; O when wilt 

thou come and comfort me ?” | 

But the myſtical courtſhip. and love viſits that 


paſs between Chriſt and his ſpouſe; the little fits f 


jealouſy, and provocations to it; the trial of each 
other's affections, and the ſifting of each others 
ſincere intentions to the bottom; the reſtleſsneſs, 
while one doubt or ſuſpicion remains; and the 
recking anxiety, till every thing be ſettled upon a 
ſure, honourable, and laſting foundation, to the ſa- 
tisfaction of each party; is all a riddle to the for- 
maliſt and to the hypocrite. The whole work of 
ſuch lies in their head; thinking paſſes for believing, | 
preſumption for the aſſurance of faith, an external 
reformation i is called converſion to God, legal bon- 
dage goes for the workings of the old man, the 
checks of an honeſt conſcience is called the temp- 
tations of Satan, and being buffeted for their faults 
is being perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake; the 
preacher, who preaches to ſap ſuch a ſandy founda- 
tion, is one that makes the hearts of the righteous 
kd; while he that heals them ſlightly; and pro- 
pheſies ſmooth things, is a builder up; and he that 
cries, © Peace, peace, where God has not ſpoken - 
peace, is a man of candour, a man of a ſweet and 
excellent ſpirit. This is the reſt and ſecurity of an 
hypocrite, and hard work he has to keep things to- 
F 3 ge cher, 
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gether ; ſcripture, conſcience, and every expert- 
mental and diſcerning child of God, are againſt 
him, and are continually making breaches in this 
- ſuppoſed reſt and refuge. The foul and Chriſt, 
who are in ſweet union together, have a tender 
feeling for each other, and a tender regard for each 
other's honour. The ſufferings of Chriſt often fill 
ſuch a foul with cutting grief and contrition ; and 
all that touch ſuch a believer, ſaith the Lord, ſhall 
offend. Such ſouls cannot endure to ſee or hear 
the Lord ſlightly or evil ſpoken of. © I hate them 
that hate thee,” faith the Pſalmiſt; and © they that 
hate Zion ſhall be defolate,” faith the Saviour. 
They care not how lightly themſelves are eſteemed, 
ſo as their Lord is glorified; and the Lord is as 
much concerned for the honour of them. © They 
that honour me I will honour, and they that 2a 

me ſhall be lightly eſteemed.” | 
But not fo the hypocrite ; he pays no 8 to 

the honour of God, ſo as he can but exalt himſelf 
in the eyes of men. They that cleave to him, ad- 
mire him, and liſten with aſtoniſhment to the un- 
certain ſound of his trumpet, however evil in life 
and empty in heart, are his beſt friends; but all 
that are enlightened to ſce his deception are the 
worſt enemies he has; nor will he go to the wiſe, 
nor to him that reproves him ; he hates the Tight, 
and that is his condemnation. 


F 8 " Chriſt and his church are not only 
| united 


| 16 
united in the bond of the covenant, and in mutual 
affections, but they are of one judgment. What 
he reveals, they conſent to; what he ſays, they 
credit; what he applies, they embrace; what he 
ſpeaks to them, the Spirt ſeals on them; and they 
ſet their hand, and bear their teſtimony, to his ſeal 
that God is true. The ſeal is a confirming aſ- 
ſurance, and their ſetting to their ſeal is their honeſt 
confeſſion of what they feel and enjoy. - This faith 
gives glory to the Lord; and thus to believe is the 
ſaint's glory and wiſdom. To be wiſe above what 
is written is deviliſh or infernal wiſdom ; to diſbe- 
lieve or contradict truth, is to make God a liar, 
and charge infinite wiſdom with ignorance, and to 
debaſe him to a level with Satan, than which no- 
thing can be more vile and damnable. From this 
perilous path the fear of God keeps the ſaints. | 


What they have ſeen in the Lord's light they teſtify; _ 


what they have heard from him they 172 upon 
the houſe top; what they have felt they declare; 
and what is undiſcovered they pray and wait for ; | 
but what is not revealed they dare not enter into; 
and what is not diſcovered to them they will not de- 
cide upon, leſt Satan ſhould get an advantage of 
them, and their dear Lord be diſhonoured. All 
that an heretic draws out of the mouth of a child 
of God is ſure to be pondered over in ſecret, and 

his lips are kiſſed when a right anſwer has been given. 
O happy ſoul that is thus united to, and humbly 
walks with, his Saviour. The Lord guides him by 
F 3 Mb his 
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his bleſſed Spirit, his eye, and his unerring counſel; - 
while faith obſerves his motions and directions, and 
treads in his ſteps. BE 
He plants his fear in his heart; and the believer 
walks, as in his immediate preſence, before him in 
love; and conſiders himſelf under the eye of his 
everlaſting friend, who ponders all his goings. 
He feels a bar of equity erected in his own heart; 
to which, upon every recollection of miſdoing, he 
cites himſelf; and will hold himſelf guilty, and cul. 
pable, till acquitted by the Spirit of God and his 
own conſcjence, and enlarged by a manifeſtation of 
pardoning love and the ſoul humbling ſmile of his 
Saviour and his Judge, 


+ The Lord daily proclaims his name to had, and 
cauſes all his goodneſs to paſs before him; while the 
believer follows after ard obſerves his wondrous ways, 
the work of his hands, the leadings of his provi- 
dence, the communications of his grace, and the 
inward motions of his 8 pirit. * He that will ob- 
ſerve theſe things, even he ſhall underſtand the 
loving kindneſs of the Lord.“ 
Ih he eye of faith diſcerns the narrow path ; and, 
by the inward guidance of the Spirit, he ſhuns the 
rocks of error, the ſtumbling blocks and ſtumbling 
ſtones, where thouſands daſh and fall : he ſees a 
harmony in the ſcriptures of truth, and a ſweet 
harmony in the attributes of God, and in the glo- 
rious work of each perſon in the Godhead. A 
heavenly ray diſcovers the ancient footſteps of the 
« flock, 
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Rock, and his path ſhines more and more unt we 
fect day. 1 

While he walks humbly by faith, he finds him- 
ſelf ſenſibly upheld by a free ſpirit ; the omnipre- 
ſence of his bleſſed Lord encompaſſes him about as 
with a ſhield, which lifts his ſoul above the ſhackles 
of legal bondage, and reſcues his mind from the 
gloomy regions of the ſhadow of death, and from 
the melancholy meditations of terror; © he dwells 
on high, his place of defence ſhall be the munitions 
of rocks, bread ſhall be given him, his waters ſhall 
be ſure ; thine eyes ſhall ſee the king in his beauty, 
and behold the land which is very far off. 

The dear Lord often condeſcends to pay ſuch 
humble ſouls his love viſits : he ſometimes meets 
them in their thoughts, and ſpeaks upon their hearts; 
ſometimes he meets, them 1n his word, and makes 
them feel all that he ſays; meets them i in their law- 
ful calling, and puts his blefling on the work of 
their hands; meets them in their difficulties, and 
makes crooked things ſtraight ; meets them in his 
houſe of prayer, and gives them ſometimes a re- 
proof, and ſometimes a promiſe. Thus the AE 
mighty is with them, and his viſitations preſerve 

their ſpirits. . © I will bear thee, faith the Lord, 
from the belly, and from the womb, and to your 
old age I am * and to hoary hairs will I carry 
you.” 

Chriſtian LITE cleave thou to thy God, and 


ſhun the path of the deſtroyer; ſtand not in the 
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aqua] of the ungodly, nor meddle with them that 
are given to change. Novelty ſuits an itching ear; 
but a circumciſed ear will not give heed to a 
naughty tongue, nor will the unctuous heart be 
carried about with divers and ſtrange doctrines. 
e Ceaſe, my ſon, to hear the inſtruction that 
cauſes thee to err from the words [and ways] of 
wiſdom.” „ Stolen waters are ſweet” to a proud 
ſtomach, and © bread of deceit is pleaſant” to the 
palate of thoſe who carry. the poiſon of af] ps under 


their lips; but in the day of temptation his mouth 
ſhall be filled with gravel, 


I charged Mr, Loud, when with me, with having 
written ſome books, and of his intention to publiſh 
them, and with his having endeavoured to circulate 
his hereſies to the injury of ſome of the weaklings 
in faith. All which he denied, But I am informed 
that he is now determined to publiſh them, if he 
pawns his clothes to do it. This ſhews that he will 
not -ſtick at 3 lie, However, I muſt leave him 
where God has left him—to the perverſeneſs of his 
own will, and the hardneſs of his own heart. He 
may ſerve as a fan, to blow away a little chaff from 
the floor, which we ſhall not be ſorry for; and he 
may leave a teſtimony againſt his own ſoul; and the 


. Judge of all the earth, who. takes the wiſe in their 
don craftineſs, may judge him out of his own 


mouth; but he ſhall never finally deceiye one of 
God's elect. | Falſe doctrines, which are called the 
deceivablencs of yarightcoulnels, never work ef⸗ 
[4 Be) af: x” 4 teftually, 
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ſectually, only in them that periſh. No ſoul ſhall 
embrace, hold faſt, and go down to the grave with, 
his lies in their hand, but thoſe © that were of old 
ordained to this condemnation.” And I would ad- 
yiſe him to ſend out his em as compact, and as 
cloſely put together, as poſſible; or elſe it is ten to 
one but the King of Zion, who teaches Judah the 
uſe of the bow, will furniſh me with ſome arrows 
from his quiver that will make a way through all 
the joints of his harneſs, * He that loveth and 
maketh Hes” ſhould have a ſtrong memory; and 
every lie muſt be well ſwaddled, and well var- 
niſhed, or elſe truth will diſcover it. And let 
Mr. Loud take care neyer to mention the words 
Son of man as applicable to Chriſt, for the Godhead 
of Chriſt is the Father of all men by creation; 
ce all things were made by him.” But the father 
of all creatures can be the offspring of no creature. 
Neither divinity abſtractedly conſidered, nor divi- 
nity incarnate, is the ſon of man, or ſon of David, 
but David's Lord. No, nor even divinity tranſub- 
ſtantiated into fleſh and blood, according to Loud's 
notion, can ever be the fruit of David's loins; be- 
- cauſe, according to his tenet, the -Godhead was 
changed into fleſh in the virgin's womb, and took 
no more of her nature than his handkerchief. Ac- 
cording to this, it never was in David's loins ; con- 
ſequently could never be a fruit that fprung from 
his body; for there was nothing of his body, or 
from * loins, in it. And N. this doctrine what 
becomes 
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becomes of the oath of God? Pſalm cxxxii. 11, 
But the human nature of Chriſt was once in the 
loins of Adam, and once in the womb of eve, and 
in the loins of forty-two ancients from Abraham to 
Mary; for all theſe, touching his human nature, 
were his - anceſtors and his fathers; of whom, as 
concerning the fleſh, he came. But theſe fathers, 
who obtained ſuch favour as to be the anceſtors of 
fuch a wonderful and myſterious offspring, muſt 
now, in point of converſation, give way to the 
numerous offspring of their Son; whoſe children 
are much more talked of in the New Teſtament 
than the fathers are in the Old; as it is written, 
“ Inſtead of thy fathers, ſhall be thy children, 
whom thou mayeſt make princes in all the earth. I 
will make thy name to be remembered in all genera- 
tions, ebe ſhall the people praiſe thee for ever 
and ever. Pſalm xlv. 16, 17. 
| 3 fore thee well. 8 and truth be 
with thee. May God the Holy Ghoſt, our teacher, 
guide, and comforter, in our pilgrimage, bleſs this 
teſtimony to thy ſoul's profit; which I believe to be 
a true teſtimony, and a teſtimony that will not be 
_eafily contradicted ; and which will never be over- 
thrown by arguments drawn from the word of God. 
* Glory to God in the higheſt, on earth peace, and 
good will towards men.” Amen and amen, 


WM. HUNTINGTON, S. s. 
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To Mr. HUNTINGTON. 


| | | Sunday, Jan. 5, 1794. 
BROTHER IN THE LOAD, £2 

I THank my God for the grace given unto 
you, in that you are enabled in a meaſure to make 
a bold defence in behalf of the truth; alſo to divide 
| the ſame according 10 the proportion of * contained 
in the word of trath. 

This morning I was comforted in beholding your 
ſteadfaſtneſs and order in your diſcourſe. I looked 
pretty cloſe at your ſteps. I ſaw that they were to- 
ward the highway. I do not remember of any 
dangerous turning you took in that ſermon. You 
gave a good deſcription of the countries I have paſſed 
through, correſponding with my own records thereof. 

I heard you on Tueſday evening laſt at Monk- 
well-ſtreet. You ſeemed to be favoured with great 
enlargement of heart, and fervour of ſpirit; but 
there was one thing you advanced that I cannot 
agree with—that rod and /ceptre in ſcripture have 
the ſame meaning, is a thing which no man can 
ſolder together, let him blow the coals and ſmite the 
anvil as long as he will, For I have paſſed under 
the rod before I was brought under the bond of the 
| covenant. The rod is for the fool's back; and 
thoſe, that are not favoured with a touch of the 
ſceptre, the rod will break in pieces, becauſe 
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they were not made wiſe and Win and, . 
they kiſſed not the Son, in his wrath they periſh from 
the way of touching the ſceptre of his kingdom for 


ever; and thoſe his enemies his rod is heavy upon 


men, more eſpecially the worſt, are but fallible 


1 more nne than his teachers, in A 


them. Bleſſed be the King for his mercy, that 
endureth for ever. ; 
31 Your's for x the eruth 8 ke,” 4 


Jotix WALKER. 
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| To JOHN WALKER. 


Dran Sin, ß ELF Pl Frm 

LOS Grace and truth be with thee, and with 
all them that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity 
and truth. I received yours; and hope ever to. be 

' thankful to God for enabling me to ſpeak ſo as to 
agree with the Spirit's teſtimony in the hearts of 
any of his children; which, in part, you ſeem to 
acknowledge. But you muſt allow that! the beſt of 


creatures, though the Spirit of God is an infallible | 
' Spirit. The Pfalmiſt, who declared that he had 
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aſks, © Who can underſtand his errors? eines | 


thou me from ſecret faults.” It was in God's light 


that he ſaw light; but, if God withdrew his rays, 
he cries, © T am a ſtranger with thee ; hide not thy 
commandment from me.” It is more eaſy to hear 
a ſermon, Sir, than it is to deliver one; nor does 
it require half the labour and wiſdom to find fault 
with a diſcourſe, that it does to put a good one to- 
| gether. No man (much leſs Wifdom's children) 
is to make a man an offender for a word, nor to. 
le in wait for him that reproves in the gate. Many 
a hearer has made a ſad handle of one blunder in a 
diſcourſe; whereas, had he himſelf been in the pul- 
pit, he would, in all probability, have made an 
hundred. For my part, I would ſooner preach be- 
fore an hundred men really wiſe, than before one man 
that thinks himſelf ſo. Hearers are no more infal- 
ble than preachers; and more frequently err in 
; finding fault than the Lord's ſervants do in preach- 
ing. If God ſets an eye in the body myſtical, he 
generally ſhines ſo in him as to give light to all that 
are in the houſe; and what he ſees that he declares, 
while many in the houſe may think he is wrong, 


becauſe themſelves are not right; and find fault 


with what they do not underſtand; and this, Sir, is 
your caſe. The very one thing that you cannot 

agree with me in, is what all the ſcriptures do 
agree to declare; and what you ſay no man can 
| folder together, is put together by God himſelf, 


n dion. human — If you have N 
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under the rod into the bond of the eovenant, it is 
well for you; but I ſhould ſuppoſe it is but lately; 
if otherwiſe, I fear you have too often played 
truant, inſtead of ſitting humbly at the Lord's feet, 
and receiving his words; for it is evident that hu- - 
mility and wiſdom are much wanting in your letter. 
Pride and ignorance are no proofs of divine teach- 
ing; theſe materials are from the ruins of the fall, 
not from the covenant of grace. 
A ſceptre, Sir, in the literal ſenſe, is a hon ſta 5 
or ſmall rod, carried in the hand of a royal ſove- 
reign, which is a ſign or emblem of royal power 
and authority, granted by the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, by whom kings reign z and it is 
put into the hands of a king by the nation that ts ; 
him as a ruler. over them. 4 
But, if this ſceptre, chis power Sy authority, 


was to extend no farther than juſt to be held out at "EO. 
the palace to an humble petitioner, who ſolicits ͤa 
favour, it would be a ſceptre of mercy with a wit- . 


neſs, but not a ſceptre of righteouſneſs; for we 
ſhould ſoon be overrun, and deſtroyed by thieves, 
villains, and murderers, and no man would be ſure 
of his life; © A king all mercy is a king unjuſt.” . 
The authority of a ruler is to promote good works, 
and to be a terror to evil; to do good, is to have 
praiſe of the ſame; but, if chou do that which i is evil, ; 
be afraid: for he beareth not the ſceptre nor the 
ſword in vain; for he is the miniſter of God, a re- 0 


Rom. 


W to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
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Ran xiil. 3, 4. But without a ſceptre he hath no 
authority. What you mean by being favoured wit 
a touch of the ſceptre, I do not unde rſtand, and it 
is what you cannot explain. Queen Eſther touched 
the ſceptre of king Ahaſuerus. This I know; a ir 
the ſceptre of Chriſt is neither wood, gold, nor 
iron; it was not made by the 7urner, the e 
nor upon the Slactſinith's anvil; for it is no leſs 
than Almighty power, which is not to be touched 
with the finger, but felt in the ſqul ; nor is it in ut 
power to handle it, it muſt be manifeſted in us by 
the Lord himſelf. Nor is this power of the media- 
torial King confined to the objects of his love, but * 
it extends to all his enemies. Thou haſt given 
him power over all fleſh,” to ſubdue them, and 
make. all things. ſubſervient to his own end; and 1 
for this reaſon, “ that he ſhould give eternal life to 
as many as the Father hath given him.“ This 41 
power reaches to all to all the angels in heaven, 
and to all the devils in hell; to all the ſaints in 
Zion, and to all the ſinners on earth. He is the 
head of all principalities, and has the keys of hell 
and of death. He is King of glory in heaven, King 
of ſaints in Zion, and King of nations, as well as 
King of kings and Lord of all lords. And it is under 
this rod of his ſtrength that the rebel paſſes, who . 
is made willing in the day of his power; and by the 
lame rod of his mouth he ſmites the earth, ſlays 
the wicked, and breaks in pieces the oppreſſor. If 
this kind tutor of mine had examined the word 1. Y 
So, 


„ 
God, he might have learned from thence that God 
| calls a rod a ſceptre more than once. And ſhe 
had ſtrong rods for the ſceptres of them that bear 


rule. And fire is gone out of a rod of her branches, 
which hath devoured her fruit, ſo that ſhe hath no 
ſtrong rod to be a ſceptre to rule. This is a la- 
mentation, and ſhall be for a lamentation.” Ezek. 
xix. 11, 14. And what is called the rod of Chriſt's 
ſtrength, which went out of Zion, is ſaid to be the 
rod by which he rules in the midſt of his enemies, 
and by which he makes his own people willing to 
ſubmit to his government. Pſalm cx. 1, 2, 3. 
And this ruling rod is called his ſceptre ; and it is 
a right ſceptre, and a ſceptre of righteouſneſs, 
which well becomes him who loves righteouſneſs 
and hates wickedneſs, and who will reward the one 
and deſtroy the other. All this is to be learned 
from the Bible: but finding fault in company ſome- 
times brings more honour, from men, than reading 
or praying over the ſcriptures in private, where 
there are no lookers on but God and conſcience : 
for young men, or green diſciples, who can diſſect 
the ſefmons of old labourers in the vineyard, are 
_ often looked up to as men of wiſdom, judgment, 
- - and diſcernment; men of deep experience and ſu- 
perabounding grace; and are often extolled, and 
their company much courted; which is à feaſt of 
far things to thoſe that are not aware of the foot of 
pride. It is the Lord's ſceptre that makes the 


—_— of life unto life, or of death unto 
death. 
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death. His authority i is to diſpenſe | both mercy and 
| 10 ; and not oy to rule in time, but to 


1 2 


reproves with equity for the meek of the _ 


The rod that you fay you have paſſed under, and 


the rod upon the fool's back, is one and the ſame 
thing, both in Engliſh and in Hebrew, and ſignifies 
no leſs than the ſceptre of a ruler. He that is in- 
veſted with authority to humble a rebel, and to 
protect a wiſe man, uſes the fame authority i in cor- 
 refting 2 fool. What countries you have paſſed 
through, and what are your records thereof, I can- 
not tell: but, if your journal is as unintelligible as 
your notions of a ſceptre, no perſon will ever un- 
derſtand it, nor will you ever be able to explain it. 
| If you have, as you ſay, been brought unden the 
bond of the covenant, I much queſtion whether 
you was ever brought into it. Thoſe who are 
humbled to lie down at the feet of the Lamb, and 
made teachable and tractable to receive their inſtruc- 
tions at the mouth of the Saviour, and to be led 
by him, are ſwift to hear and flow to ſpeak ; more 
ready to take the loweſt than the higheſt ſeat, and 
more fond of being inſtructed than to inſtruct 
others. God knows that no man is ſufficient of 
himſelf for the work of the miniſtry, and therefore 
promiſes that his Spirit ſball ſpeak ja them ; and, 
when this is the caſe, it is not every novice that can 
.condernn the ſpeech. What you call dividing truth 
| G . 
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4 according to the proportion of faith contained i in 
the word of truth,” is altogether without either 
ſenſe or meaning. Your records of the country are 
little better. And to talk of ſoldering rod and 
ſceptre together, by blowing the coals and ſmiting 
the anvil, is ignorance, inſolence, arrogance, and 
wickedneſs. For, though the Almighty pours con- 
tempt upon the carpenter and ſmith, who uſed to 
labour at the anvil and the folder, in making an 
image or a god, yet the omnipotent power and 
authority of Chriſt is not to be trifled with, nor yet 
to be compared to the work of men's hands, graven 
by art and man's device. For my part, I have 
been burdened with fo much inſtruction of this | 
fort, and ſo little has been added to me by this kind 
of conference, that 1 could almoſt wiſh in my heart 
that, if they cannot help me, they would not hinder 
me. And, as a friend, I would adviſe this kind 
| tutor of mine to begin with Nehemiah's burden- 
| bearers, and get away a little of his own rubbiſh 
(Nehe. iv. 10); and to learn to temper his mortar, 
and to make clear work at the dung gate (Nehe. ii, 
13) before he lifts up his trowel in the temple : or 
nn other words) that he wait till his underſtanding 
is more clear, his judgment better informed, the 
old vail of the heart a little more removed, and un- 
til the ſtream of truth runs a little more pure, be- 
fore he attempts to inſtruct or poliſh the Lord's la- 
© bourers; for it is not likely that he ſhould pul} : 
mote out of my eye while | can ſee two beams in 
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his. This inſtruction i is ſent to my inſtructor by 
his ſoul's well-wiſher, 


3 WM. HUNTINGTON. 
Chirch ſtreet, e 


To. Mir HUNTINGTON, 
"Dean Sin; 


I HOPE you will _ my liberty * 
writing to you; for I feel myſelf in duty bound to 
bleſs the Lord for his goodneſs and loving kindneſs 
in directing my ſteps to Providence chapel ; where 
4 have had, under your miniſtry, by God's bleſſing, 
many ſweet entertainments; yea, many doubts and 
fears have been removed, and many points of ſcrip- 
rural doctrine cleared up; as, for inſtance, election, 
as one of the grandeſt truths in all the Bible; 
againſt which I have in times paſt fought like a 
devil, for I was all for untverſal redemption. But 
now 1 ain, through grace, perſuaded that, if 1 
have no part nor lot in ſpecial redemption (which 
1 humbly hope and truſt I have) 1 ſhould then never 
expect to be ſaved at all; for, without an in 
tereſt in Chriſt by free grace, it is impoſſible that 
any man can be happy, either in time or eternity. 
And, with reſpect to God's holy law and its demands, 
| | have ane in a legal way at that for . but 
. all _ 
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all to no purpoſe; for it requires perfect obedience, 
internal as well as external; to which ftandard ] 
could never attain, nor no one living ever will; for 
Chriſt Jeſus is the end of the law for righteouſneſs: 
and until he is pleaſed, in his rich mercy, to ſhew 
us his free ſalvation (O precious word] free ſalva- 
tion without money and without price ) we keep 
ſtumbling upon the dark mountains, and go from 
bad to worſe. To day the Lord has been pleaſed to 
ſhew me another error, which I have been taught, 
and believed for many years; namely, that Chriſt 
| deſcended into hell after his crucifixion ; either to 
| ſhew himſelf as a conqueror to his enemies, or elk 
to preach the goſpel to the ſouls that were in priſon, 
which did not believe in the time of Noah. But, 
if I now underſtand the text right, the Spiri 
preached to them, in and by Noah, when yet upon 
_ earth, before the deſtruction of the old world. Fur- 
thermore, concerning the incarnation of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. I am ſure I never had fo clear 
a view of it before, as when you deſcribed it, and 
the Lord directed\it to my heart, this day. How 
he took our nature into union with his Godhead, 
and how gloriouſly every thing under the old diſ- WW 
penſation prefigured Chriſt's manhood ; namely, the 
_ tabernacle in the wilderneſs, and afterwards. the 
$f remple which Solomon builr, where che Lord 
_ dwelt. 
I! muſt own 1 withed i in my heart that that ſermon 
e be printed, for che good of others as well : 
myle ö 
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myſelf; for my memory is very ſhallow ; yet what 
the Spirit of God writes in the inmoſt parts of the 
ſoul can never be eraſed, though all the devils in 
hell were to try at it; for he that is in us is ſtronger 
than he that is in the world. Bleſſed be his name, 
he ſays he will never leave us nor forſake us, world ; 
without end. Amen. 
Now, my dear Sir, I beg c once more that vou 
will pardon my freedom, and excuſe my blunders, 
conſidering that I am a foreigner in @ twofold ſenſe; 
and, if you think it worthy an anſwer, I ſhall 
| eſteem it a great favour; if not, I hope the Lord 
will enable me to bear it patiently, and with Chriſ- 
tian fortitude ; for without him 1 can do nothing: 
but, through him and his grace, we are enabled to 
do every thing he requires of us. Although I am 
not worthy of the leaſt of his bleſſings, yet for his 
fake who has loved me, and given himſelf for me, 
l expect every needful bleſſing ; to whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, the one ſelf-· exiſtent Je- 
hovah, be all glory and honour for ever and ever. 
1 remain yours, with eſteem, in the bond of 
peace, 
5 EDDE F IXSEN, 


Great St. 9 OEGY We a: 
Dec. 25, 1793. 
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To FEDDE FIX SEN. 


Dear Sin, 

I rxcziveD your kind letter, and bleſs God 
for condeſcending to make me uſeful to you, or to 
any other of his children.“ We have this trea- 
ſure in earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God and not of us.“ The work 
is the Lord's, and he will work in whom and by 
whom he pleaſes. Every preacher that God ſends 
has all his work lined out before him, and no man 
| ſhall do it but the inſtrument that God has ap- 
pointed. Peter muſt go to Cornelius, Paul to help 
them of Macedonia, and Philip to the Ethiopian; 
and perhaps he has appointed me to clear away a 
little of your rubbiſh, that you may make a better 
Joint than you ever yet have done with the chief | 
corner ſtone. | 
There are few of the Lord's choſen but 8 at 
their firſt awakening, and when under legal con- 
victions, wage war, and ſpend the ſhafts of their 
natural enmity and rebellion; at the doctrine of 
| God's election, which is a terrible obſtacle in the 


"up of ſelf ſufficiency and human conſequence. It 


is a mountain of braſs (Zech. vi. 1) which proud 
nature cannot ſubmit to, which freewill cannot ſur- 


. and which malice itſelf cannot remove. It 
mn 
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qiveſts poor mortals of all their ſuppoſed 1 
reignty, baffles free agency itſelf; and renders the hand 
of the proud doer incapable of contributing the 
leaſt mite to the work of the Moſt High, which 
from all eternity was finiſhed in the decree and pur- 
poſe of God, Heb. iv. 3, It tells us that © the. 
race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle to. the ſtrong, 
neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men. 
of underſtanding, nor yet favour to men of ſkill:” 
ſo far from it, it is the lame that take the prey, the 
weak are ſtrong,. and he that becomes a fool is wiſe, 
All which is contrary to reaſon, and is to them that 
periſh. fooliſhneſs. God will ſtain the pride of all 
human glory, by hiding . his myſteries from the 
wiſe and prudent, that thoſe who profeſs themſelyes 
wiſe may become fools, vain in their imaginations, 
| until their fooliſh hearts are darkened. | 
Univerſal redemption muſt be held by 8 pro- 
ſeſſors who are conſcious to themſ elves that the re- 
demption price has never been applied to them, or 
elſe they muſt exclude themſelves from all redemp- 
tion touching experience: which true and honeſt 
confeſſion of excluſion would at once render their 
profeſſion empty, and debaſe them to a level with 
the world; which thoſe can never brook who are 
left to ſeek honour one of another; ſo far from it, 
chey are almoſt ready to blaſpheme the God of 
heaven, when he difcoyers the hypocriſy. of their 
hearts, by ſhewing their wickedneſs openly before 
the congregation. Saul will call for honour. before 
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the people, even when given up "of God to a re- 
probate mind, and to a fearful looking for of judg- 
ment; which ſhews that neither the invaſions of wrath 
in this world, nor the torments of hell in the next, 
will ever humble proud nature ; ; witneſs the pride 
and obſtinacy of devils, who have been long dif- | 
ciplined with the cords of their fins and the terrors 
of God (which ! is the only experience of Armi- 
5 nians), and Jer remain n juſt the ſame, and ever 
will . | 
"Woking at the precepts of the law is the com- 
mon taſk of us all, until the Lord begin to work in 
us, for by nature we know no, other way of life. 
The way of faith ! is hid from the eyes of all living, 
and kept cloſe even from the fowls of heaven 
(Job xxviii. 21) till God diſcovers it; of courſe 
the awakened mind will turn his feet to the teſti- 
| monies, and make haſte | to keep the command- 
ments. This is the only way that ſeemeth right 
unto a man (Prov. xiv. 12) til he is taught better. 
The law ſhews a man his ſin, and works death in 
him by its own goodneſs; and, if he follows his 
work cloſely, it will, ſooner or later, ſhew him his 
weakneſs, condemn him for his partial performances, 
| and there leave him: and numbers who ſtick here, 
and go no farther, paſs with many preachers i in our 
days for humble ſouls, and bleſſed recipients of 
. grace. Preachers, who have not the Spirit, muſt 
deal in the letter ; and thoſe, who cannot handle the 


. myſtery, muſt work at the precepts; Which the un- 
0 | We humbled 
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humbled heart is fond of, as it does not, in * 
eyes of the blind, exclude boaſting, which faith 
does. He that puts on the outſide, the moſt 
ſhining varniſh, is ſure to tell his neighbour to ſtand 
by himſelf, for he is holier than he; and every one 
that can perform a double taſk of dead works is li- 
cenſed, as he thinks, to have a throw at the pub- 
lican. And this is eaſily accounted for, becauſe to 
this day the vail is on the heart of all Moſes's diſ- 
ciples ; and, while they are kept looking through 
that curtain, darkneſs appears to be light, and light 
darkneſs ; evil to be good, and good evil. Iſaia v. 
20, Every thing on their own ſide of the yail is a 
prize, but every thing on the other fide a blank. 
Peter ſays they cannot ſee afar off. They can ſee a 
mote in another, while they cannot ſee a beam in 
| themſelves ; ; and ftrain their jaws at a knat, yet 
| ſwallow a camel imperceptibly. It was through 
this yall the Samaritans looked when they ſet up 
L their own judgment, and called Simon Magus the 
great power of God. And the Jewiſh ſcribes did 
the ſame when they called the divine maſter Beel- 
zebub, and a fellow; but themſelves; Moſes's dif- 
ciples: a ſufficient proof that the vail hung heavy 
upon them; they were wiſe and prudent in their 

own eyes, but their fooliſh hearts were darkened. 
They knew not the day of their viſitation, they 
could not diſcern the ſigns of the times; and fo the 
myſteries of the kingdom, and the things which 
made for their peace, were hid from their eyes. 
e a Oe : DO 3 And 
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And this is the caſe with too many in a profeſſion 
in our day; a formal round of duties, a decent de- 
portment, legal and partial obedience, and eye ſer- 
vice, (which are all dead works) are reſted in, and 
truſted to, inſtead of the merits of Chriſt and the 
renewing operations of the Holy Ghoſt. But O, 
Sir, the wild olive branch muſt bear wild fruit until 
engraſted into the good olive tree; this branch can 
have neither life nor fruit till it partake of the good- 
neſs and fatneſs of the ever bleſſed tree of oil. 
The ſoul that is delivered from the law, and united 
to Chriſt, who is under the dominion of grace, in- 
_ fluenced and actuated. by the holy Spirit of promiſe, 

- ſhall: never be barren, nor fruitleſs ; the faithfulneſs 
of God is engaged to keep his leaf green, and his 
_ foul ſhall never ceaſe from yielding fruit. 

That article of faith, called aur Lord's deſcenſion 
into, bell; never had any footing or foundation in 
God's book. The human nature dying in union 
wich the Godhead, muſt anſwer every infinite de- 
mand, both of law and juſtice; the human nature 

of -Chriſt being ſet, up (in the purpoſe of God) 
from everlaſting, and ordained to everlaſting glory, 
and the union of it to eternal divinity in · Chriſt's 
death, muſt be ſufficient to redeem the ele&t from 

eternal damnation, And it was done; we are juſ- 
tified from all demands of vindictive juſtice by his 
lood, and by the ſame are we ranſomed both from 
wrath. and the grave. The fabled limbo, called 
pargatory, RO * our Lord's de ſcenſion into 
"BER 3 | as | belly 
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„ 
hell > which has wrought wonderfully in che minds 
of thouſands, whoſe eyes the god of this world 
has been permitted to blind, ſo as to keep the light 
of the goſpel from them; this has furniſhed his 
holineſs with one of his keys; this ſcarecrow has 
frightened many a miſer out of his caſn when in 
dying circumſtances; it employs the innumerable 
company of maſs-mongers, in labouring to change 
the immutable mind of God to revoke his irre- 
vocable decree—to remove his immoveable gulf 
and to alter the unalterable ſtate of the dead: ne- 
vertheleſs, this labour in vain has not been vain 
labour; a mint of money has been given and taken 
in order to obtain a permit and paſſport from pur- 
gatory, which has brought no ſmall gain t to the 
craftſmen of that occupation. 

Hell, or ſcheol, in ſcripture very frequently means 
the grave, as in Gen. xxxvüi. 35; xlii. 38; and in 
moſt places where it is ſimply and ſingly mentioned; 
but, where the place and ſtate of the damned is in- 
tended, ſomething 1s frequently added to diſtinguiſh 
it; as, (for inſtance) “ Her gueſts are in the depths 
of hell; Prov. ix. 18: © Hell and deſtru#ion are 
| Lewre the eyes of the Lord;” Prov. xv. 11. 
ce⸗ Mine anger ſhall burn to the /owweft hell.“ © It 
is deeper than hell; what canſt thou know?“ Job. 
xi. 8. © Hell is ies before him, and deſtruction 
hath no covering.“ © O hell, where is thy vic- 
tory ?” e Shall be in danger of bell fre.” Matt. v. 
2. 5 Deftro 2 {opl and * hell. " - Fuke X11, 5 
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% How can you * the damnation of hell?“ 
Matt. xxiii. 33. In all theſe paſſages of ſcripture 
the place of the damned is plainly: pointed out; 
but, where the word hell is applied to Chriſt, (as 
in Pſalm xvi. 10; and Acts ii. 25) the grave, and 


not the bottomleſs pit, is meant. And, if it be 


ohjected that the ſoul, and not the body, is men- 
tioned, (© Thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell,” &c.) 
it may be anſwered, that. the ſoul often intends the 


whole of his human nature. When it is ſaid, he © 


ſhall „make his loul an offering for ſin,” © he 
ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul,” and © becauſe 
he poured out his ſoul unto death, &c. (Iſai. Iii. 
10, 11, 12.) All theſe expreſſions mean the whole 
manhood ; for the body - muſt not, cannot, be ſe- 


1 55 parated or excluded from the facrifice, which is 


called a lamb without ſpot,” and by the blood of 
which the church is ſaid to be purchaſed and re- 
deemed. When it is ſaid that Abraham took all 
the ſouls that he had gotten in Haran, (Gen. xi. 5) 
not. /outs only, but perſons, are meant. And ſome- 
times the ſoul is mentioned when the body i is meant, 
as in Pſalm xlix, . e But God will redeem my 
ſoul from the power of the grave, for he ſhall re- 
ceive me.” And again, © For great is thy mercy 
toward me, and thou haſt delivered my. ſoul from 
the loweſt grave, (for ſo the margin reads) Pſalm; | 
Izxxvi. 13. Hence it appears plain that, when it 
is ſaid 4 thou wilt not leave my foul in hell, the 


| whole human nature in union with the Godhead | is 
5 | Intended, 
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intended, which the laſt clauſe of the text explains, 
by ſaying © nor ſuffer thy Holy One to ſee corrußp- 
tion.” And, if it be objected that the foul of 
Chriſt, excluded from the body, is meant, and no- 


thing elſe; then let ſuch objectors explain to us in 


what ſenſe the body, thus abſtractedly conſidered, 


can be called the HoLy Ons, as Adam's body in 
innocency was a true figure of it; and ſeeing alſo 
that the body is no more than one half, yea the 
weakeſt, loweſt, and meaneſt part of the man- 
hood, which had its original from the earth; but 
the ſoul's original is from God. Earth is the 
mother of the body, but God the Father of 
ſpirits. Hence it is plain that the ſoul in that text 
includes the whole of Chriſt, which the phraſe 
Holy One explains; and who never was in hell, nor 


left in the ſtate of the dead; but by his death de- 


ſtroyed © him that had the power of death; that 
is, the devil;”” and who is Lord both of life and 


death, and has the keys of both ; which keys were 


not fetched from hell, but laid upon him by God 
the Father. All power is given to me both in 


heaven and earth. I have the keys of hell and of 
death! —of hell, as the judge of angels and men; 


and of death, as the reſurrection and the life. The 


of 


damned ſpirits in hell, and the duſt in the tomb, 


ſhall hear his voice, and come forth. | 


Lou inform me that you are a foreigner in a 
twofold ſenſe. If a foreigner from a diſtant coun- 


try, all the better; you have the leſs acquaintance 
RA: 8 to 


SS 
. 
. 


1 


to enſnare you; and, if a foreigner in the. best 
ſenſe, you are one born from above, a native of 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, and are a ſtranger in 4 
ſtrange land; and, if a partaker of grace, (with 
reſpect to God and Zion) you are well known; and 
no more (in this ſenſe) a ſtranger or foreigner, but 
© a fellow citizen of the ſaints, and of the houſe- 
hold of God.“ 

While the good work. of God is going on in 


Four ſoul, cleave. cloſe to him, and ſhun all ac- 


quaintance. The formal profeſſor will damp your 
zeal ; the legaliſt will fetter and ſhackle you; the 
erroneous will puzzle and baffle your judgment; 
the preſumptuous hypocrite will harden and im- 
piouſſiy embolden you; the backſlider in heart wil! 
envy your happineſs, and unjuſtly ſmite you; while 
the man of gifts, (who is deftitute of grace) will 
- nurſe your pride, and puff you up. | 

In this little treatiſe my dear friend may fre ſome- 
OO of the reality, the truth; and effects, of the 


doctrine of election, which he ſo much deſpiſed; - 


Tou confeſs that God hath delivered you from that 
phariſaical notion, of believers being under the las- 
as the rule of life; and from all the fruitleſs toil of 
the eye ſervant and the bond ſlave: and I have no 

doubt but thy ſoul is more humble, thy conſciencs 

more tender, and that more genuine fruits are 

brought forth to the glory of God's grace by 5 
now than ever have been heretofore. 


* are convinced _ of the error! of! our 
: "Hons 
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Lord's deſcent into hell ; and are led to ſee, both 
in the Old Teſtament and in the New, 'the bleſſed 
incarnation of Chriſt, and to rejoice in it. While, 
at the fame time, in this little work, you may ſee a 
man, that has ſat under the ſame miniſtry for years, 
and not a foreigner, like yourſelf, but an Engliſh- 
man, who holds faſt all the deceit which God's grace 
has made you let go. Thus the Spirit leads one 
into all truth, while the other has a bridle" in his 
' Jaws, cauſing him to err. The firſt is laſt, and the 
laſt firſt, He in the higheſt ſeat with ſnuame gives 
place, and takes the loweſt room; while the 
humble and teachable ſoul is bid to go up higher 
in the preſence of the Prince. The talents are 
taken from the graceleſs, and given to the gracious, 
who has more abundance ; while the empty pro- 
feſſor is deprived of what he had, and walks naked, 
inſomuch that the ſimple, who once admired him, 
ſee his ſhame. While one builds upon the rock, 
and bleſſes both the founder and the foundation, 
the other makes it © a ſtone of ſtumbling and a 
rock of offence.” The verdant profeſſor,” or green 
tree, is dried up, and the dry tree is made to flouriſh. 
One bears cluſters,” with a bleſſing in them; another 
bitter cluſters, with gall and wormwood ; and both _ 
under the fame ſun. But fo it is, and ſo it ſhall be 


till harveſt. Judas "muſt be diſcoy ered, and "go 


out, that Matthias may ſucceed him. Vaſhti muſt 
I 55 depoſed, that Eſther (a better than ſhe) may be 
hs, FORE. * Haman muſt be gibbeted at his o ex- 
wok PO 


tar). 


peliſe, that Mordecai might go from the gate 43 
the - treaſury, and from his fackcloth to royal ap- 
parel. Mr. Loud muſt get into Satan's ſtrong hold, 
While Fixſen, who fat in the priſon-houſe, muſt go 
forth and ſhew himſelf. Thus it muſt be done to 
_ thoſe whom the King delighteth to honour.” 
And I bleſs God for every diſcovery he makes of 
an hypocrite, and I bleſs him for every ſoul in 
' whoſe "conſcience he. makes me manifeſt, A 
_ preacher is ſent to root up as well as to plant; to 
throw down as well as to build. And, while God 
uſes me to ſeparate the vile from the precious, and 
the chaff from the wheat, I ſhall be as God's mouth. 
« And who is ſufficient for theſe things?” Our 
ſufficiency is of God.” And where ſhall we ſolve 
theſe things? Not in freewill. Mr. Loud wills to 
be great, and you to be little; he to be wiſe, and 
you to be fooliſh, that you may be wiſe; he ſeeks 
' honour from men, you the honour from God ; he 
_ wiſhes to divide and ſcatter, and you to unite and 
gather; he hates the light, and ſhuns it, and you 
come to it; he reviles me for telling the truth, 
while the truth makes you free; he is, and will be, 
1 diſappointed; and you do, and will, find what you 
never expected. And fo © it is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God, who 
will have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth.” And here we are 
. obliged to trace theſe things up to their proper 
| baſis & reſolve. them, ſettle them, and leave them, | : 
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en the abſolute, ſovereign, and uncontrollable will 
of God, who will do as he pleaſes with his own. 
To believe in, humbly to acquieſce with, and to 
ſubmit to, the ſovereign and good will of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus, is the higheſt act of a ſaint's obe- 


dience. But he that kicks, rebels, and reſiſts his 


revealed will, and impiouſly diſputes againſt it, does 
the work of a devil and a rebel. But God has 
made us willing in the day of his power, and Chriſt 
te has received gifts for the rebellious, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them.“ 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be thy prophet, thy orieſt 
thy king, and thy ſole director; and bleſſed ſhalt 
thou then be, and it ſhall be well with thee, Grace 
and * with thee. 


5 Ever thine, 


WX. HUNTINGTON. 


THE END. 


